From the President’s Desk

Following my last Red Feather message, |
am pleased to report on a recent visit to
Klibur Domin (KD) by RCA Board Directors
Dianne McGrath, Lyn Carman and myself. Our
purpose was to see first-hand how our support
is improving the lives of people in Timor-Leste,
one of the world’s least

dental services for school children, support
for young people living with cerebral palsy,
and tuberculosis and multi-drug-resistant
tuberculosis  detection and  treatment
programs. Quantitative assessments indicate
that KD delivers these services with a level
of efficiency and

developed nations.

We were able to observe KD’s

cost-effectiveness
that compares very
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international assis-

Dr John Denton, KD
Board Director and Dr

remote hill communities.

tance programs.

David Mann, along with
Roger Jeffrey and Terry Warr from Ballarat.
It was a full program of visits and meetings,
which gave us a better understanding both of
KD’s work and of the country’s difficult recent
history.

We visited sites that bear witness to the
trauma of invasion, occupation, war and civil
unrest. These included Santa Cruz Cemetery,
where many peaceful student protesters were
killed in 1991; the former Portuguese fort at
Balibo, where five Australian-based journalists
were killed in 1975; and the Resistance
Museum in Dili. Roger East, who later travelled
to Timor-Leste to investigate the deaths of the
Balibo Five, was also killed.

What impressed me most was how much
the country has achieved since independence.
The Timorese people are resilient, resourceful
and, despite the hardships they have endured,
notably gracious and positive.

We were able to observe KD’s community-
based rehabilitation services in nearby villages
and remote hill communities. These included

At KD itself, we saw the work of the dental
clinic, which provides essential primary health
care with lifelong benefits for local people. It
was striking to see how much is achieved with
relatively basic equipment.
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A new separate medical clinic, funded through the generosity
of Father Ted Burns, is almost complete - on time and under
budget. It will allow health services to be delivered more
effectively and to more people.

It was also encouraging to see the co-operation amongAustralian-
supported organisations working in Timor-Leste, including Maluk
Timor. Collaboration between organisations is clearly helping to
make limited resources go further.

Infrastructure remains a major challenge, both at KD and across
the country. Reliable electricity and clean water are not assured,
and dependence on bottled water contributes to the growing
problem of plastic waste.

Despite these challenges, Timor-Leste continues to make
progress,and KD is playing a significant role.

A particular highlight of the visit was a combined Boards’ meeting
with former Prime Minister and KD Chairman Dr Rui Maria de
Araljo.This concluded with the signing of a new Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU).

The new MOU recognises KD's continuing development and its
increasing capacity to manage the resources entrusted to it, while
reporting clearly on governance, outcomes and effectiveness.
It will help ensure that supporters can remain confident that
donated funds are used carefully, efficiently and for their intended
purposes.

| left Timor-Leste with considerable confidence in KD’s future
and in the work being undertaken under the capable leadership
of Managing Director Joaquim Soares, along with the KD Staff,
Joaquim gave generously of his own time to make the visit both

informative and highly productive. /@ = °M
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Sr Joaquim Soares, Dr David Mann, Roger Jeffrey, Paul Fearon, Lyn Carman, Dr John Denton, Dianne McGrath, Terry Warr

Special Australian Visitors to Klibur Domin

Children.

As a part of the objective, there was a site visit to the KD Tuberculosis (TB) Clinic
where the delegation was briefed on the current TB issue in Timor-Leste, highlighting
ongoing work to address these health challenges. This provided the delegation the

The objective of the visit was to provide
Australian Parliamentariansand the distinguished
guests with direct first-hand experience of the
tangible and positive impact Australian funded development programs in the region is
having. They included on-site visits to health programs supported by the Global Fund.

ks Klibur Domin (KD) hosted a delegation of members of the Australian Parliament and
- distinguished guests on 28 July 2026.

The visit was organised by the Australia Regional Leadership Initiative through Save the
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opportunity to hear and see first hand experiences from the KD staff managing and delivering the TB and multi-drug-resistant TB

programs. oy
Joaquim Soares KD Director and Patricia McDonell RCA-KD Liaison Officer ™
b ‘ . News from New Zealand
Ryder-Cheshire Foundation
NEW ZEALAND

A big thank-you to everyone who joined our fundraising dinner at Basmati Indian Restaurant.
The food was delicious and the atmosphere wonderful.
We raised $5000 for the Ryder-Cheshire centres we support.

An event this grand takes much preparation and organising. Thank you to all those who helped make this dinner possible.
The momentum does not stop there! Our next fundraiser will be our Quiz Night at the Cranford Ale House, Christchurch.
Sunday 4 October at 5.30pm. Tickets are $20 per person.

More details will be emailed soon.

Carolyn Tapley Chair Ryder-Cheshire Foundation New Zealand




Raphael Happenings

Autism Awareness Month

eacher trainees had a month-long campaign across

Dehradun promoting early identification and inclusion for
children with autism. Almost 400 participants joined hands to
spread awareness and acceptance. This was a testament to
Raphael’s belief in understanding and compassion.

World Down Syndrome Day

On the occasion of World Down Syndrome Day the students enjoyed a happy outing and shared lunch, celebrating inclusion,

friendship and togetherness.

This was followed by a sensitisation program for support staff at Raphael Ryder-Cheshire International Centre which was
also attended by employees from the Hyatt Centric.The session was informative and beneficial for all involved.

Skill Building and Pathways to Independence

Raphael Ryder-Cheshire International Centre in collaboration with Hyatt Centric initiated a housekeeping
training project to build practical skills and promote independence among students.

Ajay and Shubham are the first participants of this initiative. They received hands-on-training in a
professional setting.This program marks a meaningful step towards enhancing employability and fostering

confidence through real-world exposure.

Information from Raphael Ryder-Cheshire International Newsletter and Ryder-Cheshire Foundation New

Zealand Newsletter

Honouring the Legacy of Pamela Joan Harrison

pioneering Australian volunteer whose compassion helped
hape Raphael’s earliest years. Pamela Joan Harrison, née
Breslin, holds a special place in the history of Ryder-Cheshire. As
the first Australian volunteer to serve at Raphael in Dehra Dun,
India, she helped shape the spirit of service that would define the
mission for decades.Her story is one of courage,compassion,and
practical commitment, living far from home, yet never forgotten
by those whose lives she touched.

Pamela’s journey began in Sydney, where she attended a
presentation in the late 1950s by Sue Ryder and Leonard
Cheshire about their humanitarian work. ‘At the conclusion of
this presentation she offered her services and was accepted that
night!” Inspired and determined, she told family and friends that
volunteering abroad would be ‘.. .a great opportunity to wander
abroad and volunteer where she was needed before settling
down! In reality, this decision opened the door to a lifetime of
adventure and service.

Already teaching children with disabilities in Newtown, Sydney,
Pamela arrived at Raphael in the 1960s ready to contribute. She
taught in a temporary classroom and helped establish routines
that supported children and families receiving care. Conditions
were modest. She slept in a tent with Gurkha soldiers stationed
outside. She met every challenge with steadiness, warmth, and
good humour. Just before leaving for India, Pamela met John
Harrison. Throughout her time at Raphael, they wrote to each
other regularly, their relationship deepening across continents.
They later married in Bangkok, adding another international
chapter to Pamela’s remarkable life.

Her time in India also brought extraordinary public moments.
She met Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru in New Delhi in
June 1960 and attended a reception for Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth Il with members of the Australian High Commission

in January 1961. Nehru later visited Raphael on 25 November
1961.A treasured photograph shows ‘Father Gilbert and Pamela
showing Nehru plans for the new school, looked on by Aunty
Dot, Leonard Cheshire and Barbara Coleman!

Pamela also formed lifelong friendships with fellow Australians
Barbara Coleman and Anne Young. ‘Pamela and Anne returned
to Raphael for the 50th anniversary in 2009. Sadly, Barbara had
passed a few months SR
before! These bonds,
forged through shared
purpose and challenging
work, remained central
to her life.

Back in Australia, Pamela
stayed closely connected
to the Ryder-Cheshire
mission, for the relief
of suffering  without
discrimination. She
shared her memories, supported the work, and helped preserve
the spirit of those early days.Visits from Sue Ryder and Leonard
Cheshire including a memorable visit to Cooma, NSWV in 1974
reflected the enduring friendships formed through Raphael.

Barbara Lewis, Pamela Harrison,Anne Boyd

Pamela’s legacy lives on in the people she influenced, the stories
she passed on, and the example she set for future generations
of her own family. Her pioneering service at Raphael helped lay
the foundations for decades of compassionate care, and her life
continues to inspire all who follow in her footsteps.

Deborah Harrison, Pamela’s daughter

NOTE: the quotes used in the article have been taken from
Pamela’s journals and photo albums M
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1. President Nicolau Lobato Dili Airport 12. KD Outreach Team supporting client with cerebral palsy Liquicia area
2. Arrival of Alsco linen for KD 13. Lyn giving eggs to mother of KD client with cerebral palsy Liquicia area
3. KD Administration Offices 14. Happy KD client with cerebral palsy Tibar area

4. Hand over of Alsco linen to KD 15. Screening and TB detection by KD TB Team in remote hills Liquicia area
5. Welcome Tais ceremony 16. KD Dental Clinic

6. KD kitchen staff preparing lovely meals 17. KD Dental Clinic staff with Paul and Dr John

7. New Medical Clinic 18. KD Dental Outreach Program at Tibar Primary School

8. KD cottages for patients 19. Tibar Primary School students with dental results

9. Garton Cottage student from Mass with friends 20. Tibar Primary School students waiting for dental check

10. Garton Cottage students sweeping 21. Paul signing the RCA-KD MOU at the Boards’ meeting

I'l. Paul handing eggs to KD TB client Tibar area 22. Dr Rui President KD Board and Paul RCA Board President with signed MOU






Mount Blowhard Primary School

Mount Blowhard Primary School is a
small rural school near Ballarat.

Currently the school has 78 pupils.

For many years they have been supporting
Ryder-Cheshire  Australia  with the
sponsorship of a student at Raphael.

Their sponsorship is achieved by an
annual Walkathon of approximately 4 kms
undertaken by all ages from the school to
Mt Hollowback.

Trish Twaits, Ballarat Support Group M

St Ignatius College Riverview

In May this year | learned
of a donation from one of
our sponsor schools — St
Ignatius College Riverview
NSW. One of the houses
at the school is named
Cheshire after Leonard
Cheshire had visited the
school in 1974. When
the House System was
established at the school in
1983, Cheshire was chosen

" as the model of a lay leader
dedicated to the service of others.

The house fundraises each year by holding a pancake sale
on Shrove Tuesday. The boys in the house are responsible
for making and bringing in pancakes and toppings, although
| am sure many mums are at the helm in the kitchen. The
pancakes are then sold at recess time to a very eager school
community. This has been a tradition for many years and is
one that is keenly anticipated.

Graeme and | were invited to attend the annual House Mass
and Supper in late May. This is an opportunity to recognise
the Year 12 students, who will soon embark on their final
exams, and thank them for their leadership. It also provides
an opportunity to remind all the boys and their parents of
their house namesake — Leonard Cheshire — and the service
he provided to so many to relieve their suffering. He remains
an exemplar, for each one of them, of the importance of a life
lived for others.

The supper followed and we were presented with a wonderful
donation of $10,000. It was the total of the pancake fundraising
that had been collected over the last couple of years. | also
had the opportunity to tell the large group gathered there
more about the current work that is being carried out in
the homes we support and how important and valued their
support is. Riverview has had a special relationship with
Raphael over many years, so the money will be used for their
very important Outpatient Clinic.

Christine Hannan, President RCF NSW

Ballarat Clarendon College

allarat Clarendon College has been supporting Ryder-

Cheshire, especially our Home Raphael in India, since the
year after Leonard Cheshire and Sue Ryder visited Ballarat
in 1964!

The boys at Ballarat College and the girls at Clarendon
Ladies College were among the first sponsors of residents at
Raphael. Raphael was a leper colony at that time.

After the two schools merged to become Ballarat and
Clarendon College in 1974, each of the Houses in the Senior
School continued to annually raise funds for a resident at
Raphael.

The Junior School ran the Asha Fair for many years, where
all students ran activities to raise funds for their sponsorship.
The fair was named after the little girl who was sponsored
at the time.

Although the Asha Fair is no longer held, the Junior School
community holds a special fundraising day in the second
half of the year. This effort supports several charities and
projects both locally and throughout the world, including
Ryder-Cheshire in India.

One of the special fundraisers held at College enabled a
playground to be built at Raphael, which still gives pleasure
and healthy exercise to the residents.

What a wonderful contribution over many generations!

We thank the students, staff and parents of BCC for
continuing this tradition of kindness and care for those who

are less fortunate.
T,

Dorothy Carpenter, Ballarat Support Group

Tenison Woods College

Tenison Woods College, Mount Gambier has been
awarded the Order of Timor-Leste.The award recognises
the College’s long commitment to supporting communities
inTimor-Leste. It reflects years of dedication from the whole
school community; students, staff and families.

Principal David Mezinec and Timor-Leste Tour Co-ordinator
Bernadette Fisher and eight students attended the award
presentation in June in Timor-Leste this year.

The college has visited Klibur Domin on one of their visits
to Timor-Leste.

Congratulations on all your efforts to foster meaningful
partnerships and build lasting connections with Timorese
communities.

Information with thanks to Tenison Woods College website and
Mt Gambier Times




Ballarat Grammar Junior School

ina Day is an annual Ballarat Grammar Junior School fundraiser supporting Ryder-Cheshire
Australia and the residents of Raphael and Garton Cottage. It is a day where the students
make items to sell at their mini shops and games to play at a small cost.

Held on |5 May 2026, this year's event was another
outstanding success. Ryder-Cheshire received $3,650
for sponsorships of their ten Raphael students. The
Ballarat Grammar Junior School community once again
demonstrated the remarkable impact that can be achieved
when young people unite behind a shared purpose.The day
was a wonderful celebration of compassion, generosity and
community spirit, with students, staff and families working
together to support residents of Raphael.

What makes Bina Day so special is that it is truly a day for children, led by children. Through
their enthusiasm, creativity and dedication,
students transformed the school into a vibrant
hub of activity, bringing the community together
while gaining a deeper understanding of the
importance of helping others. The energy,
kindness and pride displayed throughout the
day were truly inspiring. The success of Bina
Day extended well beyond the funds raised.
It reflected the values of empathy, service and
social responsibility that are at the heart of
the Ballarat Grammar community. Every stall,
purchase and contribution played a part in creating opportunities and improving the lives of
those supported by Ryder-Cheshire Australia.

Congratulations to the students, staff and families whose hard work made Bina Day 2026 such
a memorable achievement.
Their generosity will have a
lasting impact, and they should
be immensely proud of the
difference they have made.

Carolyn Byrnes,Vice President
Ballarat Support Group

Vale Carmel Moloney 1938 - 2026

Carmel spent her life with a strong social justice focus working tirelessly to address social
injustice wherever she could.

She was an early Ryder-Cheshire supporter, a member of the Ballarat East
Group that met in the 1960s and a member of the Red Cross (Black Hill)
for over 30 years.

In recent years she was a supporter of Ballarat Refugee Asylum Seekers
Network.

Carmel became one of the founding members of Moving Toward Justice group
(Ballarat) formed during the time of the Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. Out of this the Quilt of Hope was created
to reach out to people and provide a canvas for their voices to be heard.

The Quiltis now housed in Canberra at the Museum of Australian Democracy
at the OId Parliament House as part of their permanent collection.

Trish Twaits, Secretary Ballarat Support Group

RYDER-CHESHIRE
AUSTRALIA

Founders:

Group Captain Lord Cheshire
of Woodhall
VC OM DSO** DFC
and
Lady Ryder of Warsaw CMG OBE

CONTACTS

RCA Board Chair

Paul Fearon
president@ryder-cheshire.org

National Treasurer &
Public Officer

Peter Colliver 03 5944 4500
treasurer@ryder-cheshire.org

Ballarat Support Group
Dianne McGrath 0411 874 756

ballarat@ryder-cheshire.org

Bendigo Support Group
Hugh Elphinstone 03 5443 1163

bendigo@ryder-cheshire.org

Mount Gambier Homes

Matthew Dixon 08 8723 0648
mt_gambier_home@ryder-cheshire.org

New South Wales
Christine Hannan 02 9416 7569

nsw(@ryder-cheshire.org

South Australia
Rory McEwen 0417 803 627

rorymce@bigpond.com

Victoria
Michael Moignard 03 9459 8040

victoria@ryder-cheshire.org

Victorian Homes Ivanhoe

Kathleen Oswin

office@rydercheshirehomes.com.au
Ivanhoe Home 03 9254 2400

Overseas Volunteers’ Co-ordinator
Susie Mackerras 02 9880 8094
volunteering@ryder-cheshire.org

Red Feather & Website Editors

Dianne McGrath
Terry Warr
website@ryder-cheshire.org

Website

www.ryder-cheshire.org
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$2 or more are tax deductible.
Be Part of Something Truly Life-Changing

To donate, sponsor, volunteer, or leave a bequest, visit: ryder-cheshire.org or you can post cheques to

PO Box 51, Glen Iris,Vic., 3146.

Together, we can continue to bring hope, healing and dignity to those who need it most.

Ryder-Cheshire Australia’s mission is ‘for the relief of suffering without discrimination’.

For more information ryder-cheshire.org

Volunteers Needed

At our Homes: Raphael, India and Klibur Domin, Timor-Leste
and also locally
Join one of the RCA Board Committees
To help provide ‘for the relief of suffering without discrimination’

Thank-you Alsco Linen Services

A grand thank-you to Alsco Linen Services in Footscray,
Victoria for their most generous donation of linen for
Klibur Domin.

Special thanks to Susie RCA Board Director for sourcing
the linen.

The linen was collected and transported to Klibur Domin
to coincide with the joint KD Board and RCA Board
Meeting in August. Thank you to RCA Board President
Paul, Dianne RCA Board Director, Roger Ballarat
Support Group and Terry Ballarat Support Group who
transported the items in their luggage and as additional
luggage to KD.

All items arrived safely and were received with gratitude
from Joaquim KD Director and the KD staff.

INVITATION

YOU ARE INVITED TO A DAY OF
CARE, CONNECTION AND COMMUNITY
Date: Saturday 14 November
Time:10.30am to 2.30pm
Venue: Ryder-Cheshire Victorian Homes
14 Donaldson Street, Ilvanhoe
Spring plants, bric-a-brac, preserves,
spring flower posies, crochet rugs and hats, and
hand woven Timorese textiles, and
hand-made recycled greeting cards including
Christmas cards are for sale
Tea, Coffee and Sweet Treats are available
Also, you will have a chance to win one of the three amazing hampers

o

This is a joint fundraising event between
Ryder-Cheshire Victorian Homes and
Ryder-Cheshire Victoria
for the Ryder-Cheshire Homes in
India, Timor-Leste and Ivanhoe

Contact 03 9254 2400
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