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Welcome to the Newsletter of the Ryder-Cheshire Mount Gambier Home Board. 

The Ryder-Cheshire Foundation is dedicated to the relief of suffering. In 2006 and again in 2018 the Ryder-
Cheshire Mount Gambier Home Board built homes in Mount Gambier that provides accommodation for five 
physically and intellectually disabled people. This informally links with other homes in Australia, Raphael in 
India and Klibur Domin in Timor Leste. 

Our Mission is to provide the best accommodation in a caring, respectful and 
compassionate environment for people living with a disability in our Community. 

Our values emphasize respect, compassion, integrity and courage. 

Our Lessee 
Our two homes are leased to ParaQuadSA (PQSA). 
They are managed by their service arm 
HomeCare+. 
The original home, now named Ryder, still has the 
original five women who became the first residents 
in 2006. The Board believes that this shows that we 
must be doing something right! 
The second home, named Cheshire, was completed 
in 2018 and is now occupied by five men. 
 
Finance 
Financially we continue to be in a very sound 
position.  
We plan to continue to build up our financial position 
and are seriously looking at possible land and 
financial options. 
 

Home maintenance 
Mr Chris Pfeiffer continues to carry out routine 
maintenance of the two homes, and also the heavier 
gardening maintenance. Ms Annalea Vorwerk has 
very ably carried out the lighter gardening 
maintenance. However she has limited time 
available and the Board is seeking gardening 
assistance. 
Board member Peter Telford oversees the general 
and gardening maintenance while Sue Roberts 
supervises both gardens.  
Two students from the Tenison Woods College 
Poplars Project continue to assist for a few hours 
one morning a week during school hours. This was 
reported in last years newsletter.  
Together they all ensure that the two homes remain 
a lovely place for residents to live. 
During the year two electric heaters were installed in 
the al fresco area at Ryder and the end enclosed. 
This has enabled to residents to use the area during 
the Autumn period when it is starting to get cooler. 
In the interest of residents safety all doors to the 
bedrooms and en suite bathrooms have been 
converted to open both ways. 

Current Board 
The restructure of the Board continues to work well. 
During the year Stuart Stansfield took over the role 
as Treasurer. 
The Board now is; 
Matthew Dixon (President)  
Greg Clayfield Bernadette Douglas 
Neville Gilbertson OAM Mary Heysen 
Jerry Leech AM Diane Little  
Sue Roberts Stuart Stansfield 
Peter Telford 

Vale Kevin Clayfield (KC) 
The Board regrets the death of resident Kevin 
Clayfield on October 22, 2022, aged 57. He had 
become the life and soul of Cheshire.  
To quote the funeral notice, his fighting spirit 
amazed many in a battle he was never going to win. 
He is greatly missed. 
Some $800 was donated to the home building fund 
in his memory. 
 

Jerry Leech honoured 
In the June 2022 Queens Birthday Honours list, our 
Vice-President and Treasurer Jerry Leech was 
honoured as a Member (AM) of the Order of 
Australia.  
It was presented by the Governor, her Excellency 
The Honourable Frances Adamson AC at a 
ceremony in Adelaide in October 2022. 
The citation was  “for significant service to the forest 
industry, to tertiary education and to the community”. 
 

Web site 
We now have a new web site. Please visit it. The 
site provides a great summary of our homes and 
includes lots of interesting photographs. 
https://www.ryder-cheshiremountgambier.org/ 



Pet Therapy Dogs 
The Pet Therapy Dogs have been visiting Ryder for one hour every Friday 
afternoon since early 2022. This initiative has proved a huge success.  

The dogs are all involved with the Blue Lake Obedience Dog Club and they 
and their handlers have passed scrutiny on making them suitable for their 
role. All handlers are volunteers. The club was founded in 1976. 

There are various breeds and ages of the dogs but all are extremely well 
behaved and they clearly enjoy the interaction with our residents, staff, han-
dlers and socialising in general. 

Our residents at Ryder provide water bowls for the dogs and they are en-
couraged to mix and mingle with whomever they choose. 

Some of the residents at Cheshire also join the girls at Ryder at this time 
and it is a much anticipated and happy end to the week with some resi-
dents choosing to reschedule their activities to ensure they can be available 
to join in. 

We are most grateful to the volunteers and their dogs for giving their time 
every week bringing so much joy to 
our residents and hope that this 
wonderful initiative will continue. 

Bequests 
If you wish to make a bequest to the Ryder-Cheshire Mount Gambier Home then we suggest the following 
wording. 
I bequeath to Ryder-Cheshire Mount Gambier Home Foundation Incorporated ABN 11902830783, or its suc-
cessor-in-law, free from all duties for its charitable purposes the sum of $                      or      % of the residue 
of my Estate. The receipt of the Treasurer or other Proper Officer of Ryder-Cheshire Mount Gambier Home 
Foundation Incorporated shall be full and sufficient discharge to my Executor for the payment of this bequest. 
Our postal address is President, Ryder-Cheshire Mount Gambier Home Foundation, PO Box 834, Mount 
Gambier SA 5290. 
If you wish know more then you could advise by email to admin@ryder-cheshiremountgambier.org. 

Possible future home 
The Board contracted City Collective to prepare a Master Plan and a strategy for the future. We consider it 
essential that we develop a sound working Master Plan that can be submitted to any funding body as part of a 
“shovel ready” project.  
At the time of newsletter preparation we were putting together a possible application for funding under the 
Federal Government’s Growing Regions Program (GRP) funding. The application for Expressions of Interest 
will be available on 5 July with applications closing on 1 August. It is understood that full application form will 
only be made available to eligible applicants. The applications will close on 12 December. 
We believe that we will have a great application as we know we can arrange the necessary finance. The issue 
is land on which to build. Both the South Australian State Government and the Mount Gambier City Council 
have been approached. They are very supportive but we fear that the bureaucratic wheels may not turn quite 
fast enough! Various land options are being considered. 
More in the next newsletter. 


