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Welcome to the Newsletter of the Ryder-Cheshire Mount Gambier Home Board. 

The Ryder-Cheshire Foundation is dedicated to the relief of suffering. In 2006 and again in 2018 the Ryder-
Cheshire Mount Gambier Home Board built homes in Mount Gambier that provides accommodation for five 
physically and intellectually disabled people. This informally links with other homes in Australia, Raphael in 
India and Klibur Domin in Timor Leste. 

Our Mission is to provide the best accommodation in a caring, respectful and 
compassionate environment for people living with a disability in our Community. 

Our values emphasize respect, compassion, integrity and courage. 

Our Lessee 

Our two homes are leased to ParaQuadSA (PQSA). 

They are managed by their service arm 
HomeCare+. 

The original home, now named Ryder, still has the 
same five women who became the first residents in 
2006. The Board believes that this shows that we 
must be doing something right! 

The second home, named Cheshire, was completed 
in late 2018 and is now occupied by five men. 

 

Cheshire Home status 
It is pleasing to be able to report that the unfortunate 
status reported in the last newsletter has been 
resolved and that there are now five happy residents 
in our lovely new home, Cheshire.  

Things are evolving but there would seem to be no 
major issues. 

 

Finance 
Financially we continue to be in a very sound 
position.  

We plan to continue to build up our financial position 
and hope that we will soon be able to consider 
applying for grants to build a further home.  

We believe that we have developed a very sound 
financial model that will continue to hold into the 
future. 

 

Home maintenance 

Mr Chris Pfeiffer continues to carry out routine 
maintenance of the two homes.  

We have now contracted a gardener, Ms Annalea 
Vorwerk, to also work with the Board to ensure that 
the two homes remain a lovely place for residents to 
live.  

Home maintenance will always be ongoing but the 
current arrangements are working well.  

We have revamped part of the garden in Ryder by 
the bus shelter. 

Current Board 

The restructure of the Board continues to work well. 

The Board now is; 

Matthew Dixon (President)  
Greg Clayfield Bernadette Douglas 
Neville Gilbertson OAM Mary Heysen 
Jerry Leech Diane Little  
Sue Roberts Stuart Stansfield 
Peter Telford 

Patronage 

The Governor of South Australia has long been the 
patron of the South Australian Foundation but with 
the new structure for Ryder-Cheshire Australia the 
Board asked the Governor to become patron to the 
Ryder-Cheshire Mount Gambier Home Foundation. 

We are very happy to announce that Her Excellency 
the Honourable Frances Adamson AC has agreed in 
early 2022 to become Patron of our Ryder-Cheshire 
Mount Gambier Home Foundation. 

 

Neville Gilbertson honoured 

In the June 2021 Queens Birthday Honours list, our 
Past President and founding president Neville 
Gilbertson was honoured with a Medal of the Order 
of Australia.  

It was presented by the Governor, her Excellency 
The Honourable Frances Adamson AC at a 
ceremony in Adelaide in early November 2022. 

This award was richly deserved. 

Neville, ably assisted by wife Kay, has been 
involved with the homes since the very start. He was 
awarded his OAM for service to Mount Gambier. 
This simply reflects his great service to the whole 
community, not just our home. 

 

Web site 

We now have a new web site. Please visit it. The 
site provides a great summary of our homes and 
includes lots of interesting photographs. 

https://www.ryder-cheshiremountgambier.org/ 



Visit by the Governor 

On December 14 the newly appointed Governor of South Australia, Her Excellency the Honourable Frances 
Adamson AC visited both our homes. 

The photo below shows the Governor being greeted by our President Matthew Dixon. Founding President 
Neville Gilbertson is in the background. 

In the centre of the lower photograph she is seen flanked by Mayor Lynette Martin OAM and our President 
Matthew Dixon. 

Auspiciously, it was on one of our resident’s birthday and 
Bernadette had baked a cake especially. 

The Governor was impressed by what Ryder-Cheshire has 
achieved. 

The visit was written up in a local newspaper. It was great to 
have our Patron visit and the residents were all appreciative of 
the honor  of a Vice-Regal visit. 


