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Welcome to the Newsletter of the Ryder-Cheshire Mount Gambier Home Board.

The Ryder-Cheshire Foundation is dedicated to the relief of suffering. In 2006 and again in 2018 the Ryder-Cheshire
Mount Gambier Home Board built homes in Mount Gambier that provides accommodation for five physically and
intellectually disabled people. This informally links with other homes in Australia, Raphael in India and Klibur Domin in

Timor Leste.

Management
Lessee

Both homes are leased to ParaQuadSA (PQSA). The
homes are managed by their service arm HomeCare+.

The first home, now named Ryder, still has the same five
women that became residents in 2006. The Board
believes that we must be doing something right!

The second home, named Cheshire, will be occupied by
five men.

We are extremely happy with the level of care provided to
the residents.

National Disability Insurance Scheme

We are far less happy with NDIS, the National Disability
Insurance Scheme.

The home was completed on schedule and handed over
by the builder in November 2018. HomeCare+ had been
selecting potential residents for some months prior to that
date and we all hoped that early in 2019 the home would
be occupied.

In fact as at 30 May the home is still not occupied! This in
spite of continual discussions between PQSA, NDIA (the
agency responsible for NDIS) and representatives of the
clients.

Simply, NDIA appear to be delaying approval of payment
agreements with the clients and this means that PQSA /
HomeCare+ are not able to staff the home.

It means that there are now five unhappy men. Their
current carers and administrators are frustrated.

The situation is both complex and of grave concern.

We sympathise with PQSA who are bearing the brunt of
the financial consequences. We are assisting PQSA with
their negotiations on behalf of the proposed residents
although recognise that we are not the responsible party.

Current Board

Matthew Dixon (Chair)
Bernadette Douglas
Neville Gilbertson
Jerry Leech

Peter Telford

Matthew Dixon took over from inaugural President Neville
Gilbertson at the November AGM. The Board is extremely
grateful for Neville’s sterling leadership over a long period
of time.

We also welcome Peter Telford and Bernadette Douglas
to the Board.

We have reviewed the Constitution and have ensured
that there is a place for a representative of the new
Cheshire occupants.

Robyn Downs
Mary Heysen
Diane Little

Visit to Cheshire

On 3 July 2018 we received a visit from the Assistant
Minister to the Deputy Prime Minister, the Hon Keith Pitt,
accompanied by the Member for Barker Mr Tony Pasin.

The photograph below was taken during the construction
of Cheshire.

We are extremely grateful for the support of our local
Federal member of Parliament as the build could not
have been completed without federal funding.

Maintenance
Maintenance of Ryder is ongoing.

In the last year we have replaced the oven, washing
machine and dryer. All equipment has done sterling
service as Ryder was first occupied in 2006 and that is
some years ago.

When the mortgage on Cheshire has been discharged we
plan to look at refurbishment of Ryder. We are consider-
ing a revamp of the kitchen taking into account some of
the features now in Cheshire. We are also looking at
solar panels and possibly battery storage.

Strategic plan and a new brochure

Recognising that all organisations constantly need to
prepare for the future the Board is drafting a revision of
our Strategic Plan and Brochure. These will be finalised
when the building of the second home is complete.

http://www.ryder-cheshire.org/
http://www.ryder-cheshire.org/mt _gambier home.html

If you are interested we now have brochures suggesting
how you can include Ryder-Cheshire in your bequests.



http://www.ryder-cheshire.org/
http://www.ryder-cheshire.org/mt_gambier_home.html

Report on Trip to Adelaide
On Monday 17 September 2018 the five ladies from [§
the Ryder home in Mount Gambier left on a four day

trip to Adelaide. They had been invited by the State
Governor Mr Hieu Van Le and his wife Mrs Lan Le.

After a break in Keith for lunch we arrived in
Adelaide and settled in for an early night.

The next morning after breakfast we dressed up in
our best and went to Government House. Once
there we were shown into a sitting room where
places had been set around a wooden table with
morning tea on platters. After eating our fill we were
given presents, pashmere shawls for the ladies and hand cream for the carers.

We were then shown through some of the rooms before making our way out.
After lunch at a pub we then went to the Jam Factory and back to the hotel for a rest, a light tea, and an early night.

After a lazy morning on Wednesday we spent the afternoon at the Adelaide Zoo. We all saw a variety of animals bar
the Pandas who were in breeding season.

The following morning after packing the van we travelled home.
Everyone enjoyed themselves immensely and are looking forward to the next trip.
Prepared by Bernadette May

This trip could not have happened without the support of the HomeCare+ staff and the Board wishes to
recognise their great efforts in making this visit happen. The photo is with Mrs Lan Le in Government House.

Opening of Cheshire

Our second home, now known as Cheshire, reached practical completion in early
November 2018.

The Board held an official opening ceremony on 21 November 2018. We used this :
event to showcase the home and our activities to some 80 attendees and received a lot ez,
of accolades. E

The opening was performed by Mr Tony Pasin, Member of Barker as the representative
of the Federal Government Minister.

The photo shows the more important guests. From left to right they are; the architect M
Stephen Herbert, the President of the Home Board Mr Neville Gilbertson, behind him
Mr Troy Bell member for Mount Gambier in the SA state Parliament, Mr Rory McEwen
President of Ryder-Cheshire Australia, Mr Tony Pasin, Mr Shane Dycer Director of
Dycer Constructions and Mr Mark McShane Chief Executive Officer of the Council of /&
the City of Mount Gambier.

We received good coverage in the local paper The Border Watch.

We are happy to report that the building was completed on schedule and on budget. =
The original contract did not include any landscaping but we arranged for this to be
done as part of the agreement with the Federal Government who provided almost 50%
of the funds through the Building Better Regions Fund (BBRF) grant.

It was especially appropriate for Tony Pasin to open the building as he had supported the application for funding and had
almost terrorised the Minister into approving it.

The final report to BBRF was accepted in February after we had provided all the necessary documentation.

The Home Board now has a very manageable mortgage and we hope to be able to discharge this within a year. We just
need five residents!




