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Welcome to the Newsletter of the Ryder-Cheshire Mount Gambier Home Board. 

The Ryder-Cheshire Foundation is dedicated to the relief of suffering. In 2006 the Ryder-Cheshire Mount Gambier 
Home Board built, and now owns, a home in Mount Gambier that provides accommodation for five physically and intel-
lectually disabled women. This informally links with other homes in Australia, Raphael in India and Klibur Domin in Timor 
Leste. 

http://www.ryder-cheshire.org/ 
http://www.ryder-cheshire.org/mt_gambier_home.html  

If you are interested we now have brochures suggesting 
how you can include Ryder-Cheshire in your bequests. 

A Second Home 
The Board knows that if we could build a second home on 
the vacant block of land that there are sufficient potential 
disabled persons who wish to become residents. 

We have received a donation of $100,000 from the Ryder
-Cheshire NSW Foundation from their sale of the Single-
ton property. The Rotary Club of Mount Gambier West 
has generously donated $20,000. We also received over 
$10,000 from the profits from a Red Cross, Soroptimists, 
Lions and Ryder-Cheshire SA catering event for a Rotary 
District Conference. 

We now have over $150,000 in our dedicated second 
home account and on term deposit. 

Management 
The ten year lease of the home to DisabilitySA expired on 
30 April 2016 and as from 1 October the new lessee is 
HomeCare+, the service arm of Para Quad SA. 

As could be expected there were a few hiccups with the 
transfer, not the least of which was for funding to change 
from block funding to individual funding. All the issues 
were satisfactorily worked through and the new protocols 
should make transition to NDIS easier. 

The parents were kept fully informed of all the issues and 
have been fully supportive. 

Our objective was to minimise the transition challenges 
and potential trauma to the residents and their families. 

DisabilitySA accepted the Board’s offer for us to manage 
the end of lease maintenance issues for a fee and that 
work has been completed.  

Current Board 

Neville Gilbertson (Chair)  
Matthew Dixon Robyn Downs 
Mary Heysen Jerry Leech 
Diane Little Bill Russon 

Visit by the Governor 
On 1 February His Excellency the Honourable Hieu Van 
Le AC and Mrs Lan Le visited the home. 

It was a very good visit and Mrs Le offered to host a visit 
to Government House for the five residents. Plans are 
underway for September / October this year. 

http://www.ryder-cheshire.org/
http://www.ryder-cheshire.org/mt_gambier_home.html


Second Home 
When we received the disappointing news that our bid for National Stronger Regions Fund funding had failed the Board 
was determined that if there was a next time we would put in a better bid. 

Member for Barker, Mr Tony Pasin, advised us of a new Building Better Regions Fund (BBRF) that became available in 
early 2017. 

In order to improve our chances we commissioned architect Stephen Herbert to redraw the concept plan to include 
some suggested improvements and to get the build costed by an independent cost consultant Mr Chris Sale. This was 
done so that we would be able to say we were “shovel ready” and we would be able to sign a contract with the 
Government within 90 days if we were advised that we were successful. 

We submitted an application for BBRF funding in late February. 

Last December we approached Council to discuss the possible siting of the home and were advised that we would need 
to seek a road closure. See the difference between the footpath and the official boundary in the site diagram below. It is 
not really a closure but more a rationalisation to match the existing logical boundary. Council graciously agreed to pay all 
reasonable costs. This follows the Councils donation of the land now over 10 years ago. This process is time consuming 
but our surveyor has provided all the information to Council and all approvals are now in place. Now it is a matter for the 
Lands Title Office to register the change. 

To ensure that we are ready to proceed we contracted architect Stephen Herbert to draw up detailed plans and 
specifications, to seek council approval, and to obtain fixed price quotes for the build. This has the advantage of 
minimising any financial risk to the Board. Below 
is the plan as at May. 

The new plan builds on our experience with the 
current home and is expected to be even more  
satisfactory for the residents. Access has been a 
challenge but we believe we have a workable 
plan that maximises the garden space. 

Discussions with Stephen have continued over 
the last six months and we believe that we now 
have a plan that will meet the needs for five new 
occupants. 

We now await the decisions by the federal 
government as to whether we have been 
successful or not. 

If we are, then we are almost ready to start! 


