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After some years of holding a verbal
"Option to Purchase" from the R.S.L.,
we have finally been given the
oppoffunity to buy Nos. 12 and 14
Donaldson Street, Ivanhoe, on the
condition that our purchase is completed
within the next five years. Negotiations
are now under way regwding the
pnrchase price - and a great deal of
thought and effort is goirg in as to the
raising of the necessary amount.
However, the Victorian Homes
Committee, headed by Dr. Don Sinclair,
is determined to meet the challenge.
Helen McKendrick, past President of
the Home, has long held the dream of
the Ry der-Cheshire Fouridation crmiing
all the buildings, and she is delighted that
the dream is now to be realised.

THr RypER-CHEsHTRE VrcroRrAN
HonaES FoUNDATToN INC.

AGNES IITcLEAN
and the

BALIALRAT SUPNRT GROUP

Special Report

THE ROSA LEONARD CHESHIRE

See Special Insert
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RqPHAEL Ngws

CnunueN,s RgruRN ro R q,pnA,gt
It has been said that "Major General Baldrshi is Raphael" for his unfailing and indefatiglble ways has not only

been a source of inspiration for all, btrt was considerably missed over the three months he was overseas. Thus

his retum was an event eagerly awaited by everyone at Raphael.
And so on the moming of 4th November 1996 the entire length of the qlmPus was lined with the staff and

residents bearing garlands and bouquets to gte#..

'home'.
him. He was soon sulrounded by the residents wecloming him

WELCOME HOME

1996ArVru,qt Rgponr
Chairman's Remsrks My third visit to Australia and New 7-almdto meet with the supporters and sponsors
of Raphael which took almost eight weets was for me most profitable; in f!1ct!t gladdened my heart to see that
though the strength of Raphael"s supporters (in numbers) was on the decline the dedicafion and the will to hdp
Raphael reachgreatherheights is still strong; if anythingitis a shadegreaterlTheirhospitalrty, friendship and
detail into which each host went to make my visit smooth is hard to describe.
Thank you very much my generous hosts.
Ranbir Bakhshi. Chairman, Raphael, 20 February 1997

The Report as usual contains d€taild information on the activities and progress at Raphael over the 12

months to 3l December 1996. In his remarks the Chairman stated.."One of the projects I had set my heart or
recently is to have proper water-supply system in Raphael, which today it is not. This meant laying fresh
pipe.line of correct gauges and control boxes to each unit from the main water tank to the taps in each wing of
Raphael. One of the greatest well wishers of Raphael, Barbara Lewis, whom I met in Sydney in September,
whispered in my ear,
"Rummy, som@ne has a lump sum of money for you...."
Isn't it wonderfi.rl to be able to tell you in the 1996 Report that the fi,urds for the water-supply system I had
wished for will be there soon and God willing on the Founders' Day on 5 April 1997, the new system will be

in use."
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t Ballarat City Councillor GeoffHoward, and Alison Smith had an eventfirl five-week holiday in India. Geoff
t proposed to Alison on New Year's Eve while in the South of krdia and Alison thought "it was the best thing

$ fre naa ever done". Four days after arriving for their visit to Raphael, the Howards were married on 22nd

$ January 1997 in the Christian Chapel during a simple wedding ceremony officiated bythe major-general and

g chairperson of Raphael.

g Supporters of Raphael thro.rgh the Ballarat Support Group, Geotr, in his words:

t "The impulse to propose and have an Indian wedding came on Nerv Year's Eve and I believed the ideal

al site would be Raphael..........Major General Bak*rshi quickly sawto arrangements whilethehospital matron

^Y 
advised that she would be my mother and Alison's mother-in-law and wotrld see to our dress, flowers and

v decoration of the Raphael Chapel.

1 "On our wedding day it was sunny and the skies were clear, according spectacular vierms of the snow-
$ covered Himalayas to the north. While I collected rings at the jewellers, hrlrtton dressed Alison in a

$ traditional sari of maroon and gold. Jewellery including ankle bracelets and toe rings, but not the customary

$ nose rirg, were added. Alison's finger and toe nails were painted and the standard Indian spot (bindi) was

4- placed on her fordread. I was loaneda modem Indian suit of copious volume and when we were dressed we

{ **. grlanded with chains of golden marigolds.

^t 
"The staff and overseas volunteers of Raphael attended the brief ceremony where we exchanged our vows

ot -d rings. At the conclusion we shared a feast of curries washed down with Indian beer. Afterwards we set
t off on a deluxe video coach and were entertained by noisy, melodramatic Hindi movies as we retumed to
S Uo, Delhi. This was, as we had expected, a very special day to remember. The only disappointme,lrt was

$ that we couldn't share the occasion with family and friends in Australia."

S This was overcome when Geoffand Alison celebrated their Australian marriage

S on Sunday I\4arch 9th in the Lydiard Stre* Uniting Church, Ballarat-

s
S WE WISH GEOFF AND ALISON A LONG AND HAPPY MARRIAGE
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IW Brugf - Frorn Director
4 lanunry 1997
We celebrated Christmas in our
usual way with joy, excitement and
sanctity. The highlight as always was
the enactment of the nativity scenes

by the Little White House and Ava
Vihar children. In the evening we had
a lovely dinner with the volurteers.
On 3rd December, World Disabled
Day, we had a small function in
which children from other
handicapped schools participated
with Ava Vihar and RADC
handicapped children. We organisd
races and an on-the-spot painting
competition. It is amannghow much
talqrt they displayed.
The Ava Vihar children were also
taken for an outing to a park a fe\il
kms away from Raphael. They had a
picnic there and enjoyed themselves

immensely.

15 Februory 1997
We are all fine at Raphael. We are
getting regular flow of volunteers
from Australia for these days.
Michelle Cochrane will be with us

for two months May-Jtrne, she is
from Adelaide.
With the cold conditions now
subsiding and spring in the air,
Raphael bears the freshness and

blossoms that makes the vast campus
proud of the work achieved and

planned. Creneral' s impressive tour of
New Zealarrd and Australia in L996
has widened the ever-growing
network of friends, well wishers and
supporters of Raphael.
Everyone is aware of the various
occasions that provide the fotmding
structure for the Raphael calendar,
no sooner has one event passed then
pre,paration for the next is trnder way.
Of the many tea-time celebrations,
the most memorable were the 54th
wedding anniversary of General &,

NzIrs. Bakhshi on 25th January and

I\rlrs. Bakhshi's birthday on 9th
February.

The Ava Vihar residents are
following a very programmed
schedule cleverly drawn up by Mrs.
Priyo Lall and her team. The
residents are being trained in various

vocational skills and their products

seek a market during Diwali,
Christmas and Fotrnders' Day. The

voltmteers' deep involvemerf with
the residents has led to the success

of these programmes.

Naveen, a young moderately
retarded boy, has been recently
admitted to Ava Vihar and has

assimilated to the rotrtine. Crauri

Sabherwal, the Psychologist, has

been awarded her Ph.D d€tee. The
residents have been in good health

and spirits.
Gauri Sabherwal and Jill Stewart

are holding the fort in the Liaison
Office while Mrs. Sandhya

Mazumdar visits her children
abroad.

Raphael is also doing restoration

work. The water pipeline is being
relaid on the campus to meet the
needs of the various trnits. Two
nevv classrooms for Nursery and

KG class have been added to the

existing structure of the Primary
School. The Rispana submersible
bridge is trndergoing repairs by the
local administration, thereby
reducing the inconvenience to the
public.
We continue to have a flow of
dedicated volunteers.

It is a nice feeling to see children
growing up fast in the Little White
House and in the Day Centre. We
wish them all the best in the coming
y€ars and pray for their bright
future.

6 March 1997
We started the New Year with our
regular tea with the staff. 26

January also saw us agatn
assembled in front of LWH for the
unfurling of the National Flag for
our Republic Day. Our talented
children of LWFI, Primary School

and residents of Ava Vihar put up

a small entertainment programme
which was concluded by Inder
Singh's poem (new resident of Shiv
Sadan).

A new 10 year old boy has been

admitted to Ava Vihar. He is in the
category of a slow learner and can

be educated and also trained in

some vocational skills. We now have

57 residents including 4 day residents

in Ava Vihar.
Day Centre is very active. Their
strength has gone up to 7A. The daily
attendan@ is approximatetY 70%-

They are still in the Doon School
premises.

The Primary School has two more

classrooms and an enclosed Park-
cum-playground for the children at

the back of the school, so the children
witl not be sitting on the verandah, in

the heat, rains and cold of the various
seasons. The swings were donated by
Sue Ann Bruhn of the Australian
Ballarat Group.
During the last few rnonths we have

had a continuous stream of excellent
voltrnteers, very dedicated in the care

of residents, full of life and they
adjusted well to the neur environment.
It makes working tqgeth er apleasure.

The General is fine and so are all at

Raphael. Moeena has gone to
Bombay for a holiday and rvill be

back at end of IvIarch.

April 1997
Thanks to the last Principal of Ava
Vihar, Ashok Ramesh, who left
Raphael for further study tn Special
Education _fo, W has managed to
get Raphael put on the Internet. In
this his younger brother who works
in the computer field in the U.S.A.
has been of great help. There are

some mistakes and omissions so in
my next letter to fuhok I wilt Point
these out so he can update the
information at a convenient time.

22 April 1997
This year winter in Dehra Dun has

really lingered on and Aptil has been

a very pleasant month with spells of
chilly weather.
Holi our festival of colours which
heralds the coming of summer was on

24th March and it was rather cold.
That however, didn't dampar the

enthusiasm, of the residents., staff
and volunteers and the festival was

celebrated with much gardy and firn.

Our Chairman joined us and by the

end of the day everyone was j ust

unrecognisable, of course a good
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scrub took care of that and everyone
was back to normal.
April started with a bang. Amidst
feverish preparations for our
Founders' Day firnction, we
celebrated our Chairman's birthday
on Apnl lst. Tea time we had the
same small cake which is cut for all
the birthdays.

On the same day we got
confirmation of Lady Ryder visit to
Raphael. We were all delighted that
she was going to be present for the
Fotrnders' Day finction. The
Chairman drove to Delhi on the
moming of 3rd April to meet Lady
Ryder at the airport at 10.30 p.ffi.,
and they drove all rught to be in
Raphael early on the moming of the
4th, in time to receive our chief
guests, the High Commissioner of
Australia to India, His Excellency
Mr. Darren Gribble and his
charming wife. They ltmched with
some of the staff and volunt@rs,
who were able to introduce

themselves and g3t to know Lady
Ryder
Founders' Day on 5th Aptil was

bright and sunny. Lady Ryder had

a special Mass conducted in the

Chapel. Rains-unusual for this
time of the year-dampened spirits
for a while, but we quickly shifted

the venue from the Ava Vihar
groulds to the Ava Vihar hall, and

residents, guests, staff, volunteers,

Lady Ryder and our two esteemed

guests piled into the hall, and in
spite of the tight squeeze, enjoyed

the prografirme organised by
residents, LWH children, Primary
School and RADC. The stalls of
handicrafts made by Ava Vihar
and RADC children did brisk
business.
Lady Ryder's stay at Raphael has

been very good for all of us. Her
constant prayers and blessings for
us all, her visits to Ava Vihar,
LWFL TB Hospital, Shiv Sadan

and TB team, RADC, and

Primary School, gve us ne\tr ideas

for improvement and maintenance. I
thanked her for her personal interest

in the comfort and care of residents

and in guiding us in our work. I got

a lot of inspiration working besides

her, as she has this marvelous

amourt of enerry and zest for work.

She looked her usual energetic self

and stood till the train left when I
saw her off at the station on the

evening of the l4th AP.il"

On the l7th, PatsY [Wright'
WarrenJ arnved for her annual visit
and she too visited all the areas of
Raphael and went otrt with the TB

team. It is always a greatpleasure to

have Patsy visiting us. She is

familiar with staff and residents and

understands our problems. Being a

regular visitor she has a very good

rapport with all. She leaves us today

22nd April.
You will have received the Amual
Report for 1996.
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CHESHIRE HOME : PORT MORESBY

AUSTRALA GIYES K42,747 AID TO CHESHIRE HOME
Re p or t fro m Jac k Thur gar, N ati onal P r oj e c ts Offi c e r

The Cheshire Home for the disabled has boosted facilities for its residents, thanls to the

Australian }[eh Commission. The Higtr Commission provided K42,747 worlh of aid urder its PNG-

Australia Small Grants Scheme to help the Cheshire Home tpgrade its facilities and Services'

The aid included 13 specially designed wtrelctrairs where were presented to the charity

organisation.

Cheshire Home chairman Stephq Kassman thanked tlrc High Commission for its generous

support. He said the Cheshire Hom" *"s , charitable organisatitin commited to helping disabled people

achieve intqration within the community.

This donation was made in response to a request for frnding in 1995.

The money has been used to upgrade inpatient and otfpatient physiotherapy equipment,

renovation of bathrooms and toil€t facilities besides the rryheelchairs'

AND Jack advises:

The Australian Lions Foundation donated 4.$8,000 for special assistancethis year as well'

Their donation was spent on a new lawnmower, photocopy machine, and maintenance contract (to

reproduce the lesson plans for the disabled at the small school we run), and for repair of the young

Ladies' Hostel batfuoom.

The Lions Club of Waigani administered the purchase of items and the supervision of the

works.
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Nr,wS FRonn AnoUND AUSTRAIIA

EXECUTN{E met in Adelaide on 8th March.
National President Jake Newharn chaired the
meeting and representatives from Victoria, New
Sotrth Wales, ACT, and South Australia were in
attendance as also was VicePresident Russell
Longmire. IWatters discussed covered finances,
insurance, the Rose Project, and Projwts Officer
Jack Thurgar re,ported on the Port Moresby Cheshire
Home. Secretary Patricia McDonell and Treasurer
IWargaret Sleigh once agartrt showed how fortunate
we are in having such able and enthusiastic people
on the National Exectrtive.

IYnwSoUTHW r,ES
(Jenny Colenun, Secretary)

Throtrg[r a mistrnderstanding news from NSW was
not included in the last R-C News. My sincere
apologres to the Fotrndation for this omission.

The Foturdation has continued to be active:

Donation: A generous gtft of $10,000 from Kath
Solomon was sent to Raphael to replace old water
pipes.

A donation of $1000 was rrceived from the
Singleton Home.

$5000 was also sent to Raphael as the normal
maintsrance contri buti on.

Fundraising: As with other organisations, overall
firndraising in NSW has been less over the last 1,2

months, with adoptions, membership and income
from cards being down. It is hoped to hold a street
sall in Lane Cove in the near future.

Constitution: The Articles of fusociation of the
Fourdation are being finalised in order to make these
comply with the NSW Corporation Law.

hlewcastle Support Group: After many years the
Group has ceased to fimction as an independent
body -- however some of the members will continue
to support Ryder-Cheshire NSW.

Cards: NSW continues to be a major seller of both
Christmas and plain cards, although total sales were
down on the previous 12 months. 9000 Christmas
and 8000 plain cards were sold.

Barbara Lewis attended the national meeting in
Adelaide on 8th March.

Caring Friends: This group is continuing and
contact is being made with two me,n with motor
neurone disease needing a Canng Friend.

Volunteers: Anne Boyd has agreed to meet with
prospective voltrnt*rs for Raphael and assist with
advice.

VTCToRIA
(Helen McKendrick, President)

Exciting news from lvanhoe we wish the Homes
Forurdation every success in its plans for &e
development of the Flome and await further ne\r's

with interest.

BaILa.rt,{T SuprORT GNOUP
(Cath Mclenehan - Publieity Oficer) ,; .

At our first meeting for the year we welcomed
Councillor Geoff Howard and his bride Alison, who
were married in the Chapel at Raphael in January.'
and we celebrated the event with champ agile" Since
then, an Australian marriage has been celebrated.

Guests were requested not to bring gtfts (champ agrte

or wine exce,ptedl) but a donation for Raphael would
be appreciated. We thank Geoff and Alison for therr
great gesture. By the way Geotrwas defeated by one

vote in the recent election for IVIayor of Ballarat.

Our group's first firndraiser for the year will be held
on IWry lSth u&en we attend the matinee
perFormance of "Hello Dolly".

QUnEiYSLAND
(Leslie A. Nordon, Presiden)

Queensland Srcretary retumed from Raphael on
27th IVIarch after spending 3 months there.

The Ladies Committe held a Street Stail on l lth
April at fuhgrove.

The AGM of the Fotmdation was held on lfth Apnt
at the hcrne sf fudige & Mrs. Mcloughlih.

WESTER]\ AUSTRALIA
@velyn Petters, S ecretary)

At the recent Annual General Mwting Evelyn
Petters was elected to the office of Secretary.

Western Australia have producd a most attracLive
lapel brooch - oval shaped, with the Ryder-Cheshire
logo, the dark background showing the colours ver)'
well. At a cost of $6 this is an excellent purchase
ANID it was designed and rnade in Westem
Australia. One brooch has been sent to each

Foundation and Support Group and those interested

should be able to order from their local branch.
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SourH AUSTRALIA
Margoret Blober, Secretary)

The 27th AGM of the Fourdation was held on 15th

Apnl with all offi@rs and members of the committee

reelected, except former Treasurer Liluni Haysman

who has moved to Sydney. Two new committee

members were elected, Major Alan Murray and

Barry Lugg.

President Christine Lopez presented her report

hightighting the visit of General Bakhshi as a
particular higlrlight of the previous yea/s activities-

Chris also advised of plans for the release of the

Leonard Cheshire Rose [see special insertJ-

Volurteer to Raphael Michelle Cochrane was wished

Bon Voyage and good wishes for her time at

Raphael in IVIay/June. Michelte will gtre us a report

on her return

A very interestrng talk on "The Changing Face of
Poverty" was gtven by Brother Andrqv. He has had

a remarkable life living and working with the poor in

Calcutta and Saigaon and many other places. It was

a privilege to hear this humble yet inspiring man.

Fundraisrng: The Bridge Day on 14th May has

attracted several bookings for tables

Fotrndation i s participating in :.e COMBII{-EI}
MORIIING to be held at the Chelsea

Cinema on Monday 18th August 1997 - Moming Tea

served at 10 a.m. and the film will commence at

10.45 a.m. fu yet the organising committee has not

a film - options are being looked at.

can be made thro.€h Les Blaber --

9363-4584

Cards: In his repo6 to the'A.G.M, Ross Stanforc{

reported that sales were down in the Charity Card

Shop. Russell Longmire again was responsible for
selling significant numbers of cards and arranging

free interstate transport. Ross also thanked the

Interstate Fotrndations for their support, with special

thanls to New South Wales.

The Charity Card Shop has had many problems but
now, thanks to the efforts of an excellent organising

committee, it is now likely that the new Card Shop

will be located in the Da Costa Arcade, and will
open for trading in early August of 1997 .

RYDER-CHESHIRI SUPPORT GROUP

S II{G LETO IY/HUIYTER VALTffiY
(Anne BoyO

Anne Young a nursing sister ftsrr Melbourne

first went to Raphael at a volun&er in L964

and has been bick as a visitor. A'nd now some

30 years later, Anne's sons harrubeen to

Raphael as volunteers.

20th February 1997

Dear Margard,
I always enjoy reading the R/C News'

Much nostal gla for tR pt ael" has bam generated

for me with our two sons, Tom and Damian'

currently doing a volturt@r stint &ere - they've

obviousiy been too busy to send mu& in the way of

postcards or letters, but it seems that they ate both

greatly enjoying the experience. EviMtly, Tom has

Urer, t rtotit g it, English, Maths ard Chemistry at

Little White House - and Damian has been working

on a carpentry project with Dotg[as fBartrom'

Ballarat Support CroupJ at Ava Vihar' Both ate

playing ctitkd (coaching? leamirrg?)-'nth LWH

toyr. i shall try to extract something from them**

personally fbr you at a later date, e$ they will be

straig[rt back to Uni on their return.

[** A contribution from the looys wouldk very

welcome for Ryder-Cheshire Neus'J

The Singleton Home has had a changp olcaretakers'

our Colombian family having moved to Queensland'

sadly for us. However, we now have Ruth and

Eduardo Chavez from Peru, who aI€ kryt"g the

home beautifully according to the skndard set by

Beatnz, despite the havoc created by a cricket-ball

sized hailstorm the week before &eir departure'

Skylight, windows, gat;rle screens, lights and fans

had to be replaced, io say nothing nf mopping up

and clearring of carpets, etc. The house and garage

roof have yd.to be replaced, anci one back wali' The

garden is now showing recovery and there was' last

Uut certainly not least, no personal injuty' Many

people in the town suffered property losses' Jim

remains our peffnanent resident, now needing a little

more care as his muscular dystrophy is progressing'

He is very content and finds life wi& the Chavez's

very interesting.

The Singleton committee have 'adopted' Bachan

Singh (Leprosy Colony).

Page 7
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THIS.NT'THAT

From GeoffNott, of the Bollarot
Support Group.
On behalf of our group, this brief
note is just to say thank you for the

work you do to bring the news of
Ryder Cheshire to committees and

supporters.
It is always interesting to hear what
other support groups are doing to
further the common goal we all
have, the support and befferment of
conditions of those at Raphael.
Thank you for sharing our
correspondence (per our wonderful
Sponsorship SecretaE, Arme
Bourke) with others Australia wide.
(GeoffNott)
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FROM THE 1 996 ANNUAI. REPORT

as a Non-GoYemment O"Sanisation
At last the Health Ministry has recogru sed Raphael s work ln controllitg the spread of TB m Crarwahl Divrslon,

ln rural areas This recogrutlon means that Raphael will be provided with TB drugs, whenever available,
for domicillary treatment.

Some Visitors to Raphael in 1996

John Bsnard Baker, one of Raphael's oldest and ardent sLpporters from ^A,uckland, visited from 2ndto 4th
ebruary

Stefan Holmstrom, Secretary General, Swedistr Organisatior for krdividual Relief (SOIR), called wittt N[s

Anina Fenneberg Field Drector, SOIR-M in April. ...."good nerns ttratthe SOIR-Mworild extend its support

[TB Mobile Team) by another 2 years, from I April 1996 tn 3l Mardr 1998.

Kumud Kotrli, wife of Vice Admiral K.K. Kohli, VieChief ofNaval Staff, visited in April.

Gauri Chatte{i, IAS Joint Secretary, Ministry of Welfare, Central Govemment - a flying visit in July

the heat, Jeff and Joy Brisbane from Mdboume, Austrdia, were with us from April 2nd to l2th. This was

s sixth visit and a third for Joy

Margaret Blaber, 213 Cornish Stred, Stepney, $outh Australia 5069

Telephone (0"8) 8363 4584

by 25th July 1997
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