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GREETINGS FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

 

T he Biennial Conference,  held in Ballarat 15 - 17 April 2016,  was a huge success.   
Dianne McGrath and her exceptionally devoted team from the Ballarat Support 

Group did a superb job in organising the Conference.  Many people travelled from India 
(Raphael), Timor-Leste (Klibur Domin), New Zealand and Australian Foundations and 
Support Groups ensuring an excellent turn out of enthusiastic delegates.  A full report is 
on page 4. 
 
In the November issue, the front page was devoted to saying a very warm thank to Dr 
Don Sinclair OAM who had recently resigned as President of the Ryder-Cheshire Victo-
rian Homes Foundation and as a Director of the Ryder-Cheshire Australia Board.  At the 
Biennial Conference, Don was presented with a Certificate of Appreciation for his  
outstanding work over the past 50 years.  A certificate was also presented to Fr Ted 
Burns for his tireless efforts to raise funds for Raphael for almost 50 years.  We sincerely 
thank them both. 
 
The new Raphael CEO attended the Biennial Conference and gave an excellent report 
on Raphael.  Arun Bhatnagar joined Raphael 5 months ago and is already achieving  
excellent results in moving Raphael forward. 
 
Thanks to some very generous donors, we are now paying the costs of educating six 
tertiary students who recently graduated from the Little White House at Raphael. One 
boy and five girls are now enrolled on courses leading to a degree in Nursing.  If any 
other supporter would like to join this program, I would ask them to contact Susie 
Mackerras at rydercheshirevolnteersaust@gmail.com or on 02 9880 8094.  Donors  
receive updates on the progress of their supported students and they will know that they 
have given these young people a magnificent start in life. 
 
Joaquim Soares reported on progress and plans to improve Klibur Domin with much of 
the funding coming from Ryder-Cheshire Australia and several Rotary Clubs.  My next 
report in November will provide full details on the progress of these projects. 
 
We were all delighted to learn of the award of the Medal of the Order of Australia to Sr 
Jane Gorey, the Resident Carer at the Victorian Homes at Ivanhoe in the Australia Day 
Honours List.  Jane has done a marvellous job over the past 30 years at Ivanhoe and we 
warmly congratulate her on receiving this award.  The Victorian Homes Foundation has 
recently completed a major project to install lifts and air-conditioners, significantly  
improving the comfort and accessibility for residents at the Homes. A report on this  
project is on page 6. 
 
I would like to encourage all our readers to recruit new committee members for our 
Foundations and Support Groups and volunteers to work at our homes.  The more  
people volunteering their services, the stronger we will become, so allowing us do even 
more in our mission to relieve suffering. 
 
Finally, we have been blessed to receive several substantial bequests and these have 
helped enormously in enabling us to meet our commitments to our overseas and Austra-
lian Homes.   I would ask our supporters to seriously consider remembering Ryder-
Cheshire in their wills so that we can ensure our work can continue into the future. 
 
Peter Newton                                                                                                                                                                                                  
President, Ryder-Cheshire Australia 

April 2016 
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Domin), Dianne McGrath and Maria 

Soares (Kibur Domin)  at the Biennial. 



2 

RYDER-CHESHIRE AUSTRALIA 
Patron: 

His Excellency,  General the Honourable  
Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Ret). 

Governor General of the  
Commonwealth of Australia  

Founders: 
Group Captain Lord Cheshire of Woodhall   

VC OM DSO DFC  
and  Lady Ryder of Warsaw  CMG OBE 

 

CONTACTS 
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Rory McEwen 0417 803 627 
rorymce@bigpond.com 
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Victorian Homes Ivanhoe      
Don Hamilton 03 9857 4289 
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Ivanhoe Home 03 9254 2400 
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Susie Mackerras  02 9880 8094 
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Terry Warr      twarr@ozemail.com.au  
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Evelyn Petters  08 9349 5043 
4 Arkana Way, Balcatta, WA 6021 
petters@iinet.net.au 

      NEWS AND NOTICESNEWS AND NOTICESNEWS AND NOTICES 

 Sue Ryder Day  -   July 6th 2016 

The Sue Ryder Prayer Fellowship in UK has announced the creation of an annual  
Sue Ryder Day.  Here is an extract from their letter:  
 

“It is with great joy that I can tell you that it has been agreed by “The Sue Ryder Prayer 
Fellowship”, “Sue Ryder” and “The Lady Ryder of Warsaw Memorial Trust” to celebrate the 
life of our Founder, by creating SUE RYDER DAY. We hope it will become an annual 
event, celebrated wherever we are in the world, on July 6th in all of our Homes, shops in fact 
in every place which bears the name Sue Ryder. 
 
We, The Prayer Fellowship are preparing to launch 
and celebrate it at our Home, St Katharine's,  
Parmoor,  Nr Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 6NN 
on July 6th 2016, between 2 and 5 p.m. It will be a 
gathering of all who are working for Sue Ryder.   
 
If any representative of any of the organisations 
working outside Great Britain would like to join us on 
this day,  we would be delighted to welcome you” 
 
Sue Ryder and her husband Leonard Cheshire were the Founders of the Ryder-
Cheshire Foundation as we know it in Australia, which they together established  
after their marriage in India in 1959.  Prior to that each was deeply involved with 
humanitarian work and had set up separate charities operating in the UK and over-
seas, 
 
Contact the RCA National Secretary, Anthea Swann, for further details regarding the 
Sue Ryder Day   antheaswann@bigpond.com or 03 9877 7084  

 

Report of The Annual General Meeting of 
Ryder-Cheshire Australia (RCA) and changes to the Board 

 
The RCA Annual General Meeting was held in conjunction with the Biennial  
Conference in Ballarat on 15 April 2016.  
 

Two new Directors were welcomed to the Board: 
Donald Hamilton who has replaced Donald Sinclair as President of the Ivanhoe 
Homes Foundation, and Michael Moignard who has replaced  Peter McConnell 
as President of the Ryder-Cheshire Foundation Victoria.   
 

An article was published in the last Red Feather in appreciation of  Don Sinclair 
who has been an inspiring leader in Ryder-Cheshire for over fifty years and is now 
retiring from office (but not his committees) due to ill health.   
 

Peter McConnell was warmly thanked for his thoughtful and active contribution 
to Board deliberations for the past six years, and everyone is very pleased that he 
will remain as Vice President of Ryder-Cheshire Foundation Victoria. 

 
CURRENT MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD OF  
RYDER-CHESHIRE AUSTRALIA IS : 
 

President and  
National Project Officer (Timor-Leste)   - Peter Newton AO 
Vice President and President RCF NSW    - Christine Hannan 
Treasurer, Company Secretary & Public Officer   - Peter Colliver 
National Secretary      - Anthea Swann 
President RCF SA       - Rory McEwen 
President RCF Vic       - Michael Moignard 
President Mount Gambier Homes    - Neville Gilbertson 
President Victorian Homes     - Donald Hamilton 
National Project Officer (India)    - Susie Mackerras 

The Red Feather  is edited and produced by 
Evelyn Petters in West Australia     

Email   petters@iinet.net.au  
Tel (08 9349 5043)       

and  is issued in May and November each year.  
Contributions for the next issue in  

November 2016 should be submitted   
by e-mail to    petters@iinet.net.au    

by  10 OCTOBER 2016 
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CONGRATULATIONS CONGRATULATIONS CONGRATULATIONS    

  BALLARAT’S GREAT WOMEN 2016 
 
Congratulations to our very own Dianne McGrath, President 
of the Ballarat Support Group, who was recently recognised 
as one of Ballarat’s Great Women 2016. 
 
Dianne was honoured with this award  in recognition of more 
than 40 years as a primary and tertiary educator, where she 
continues to work and to contribute in this field even today. 
 
She was also recognised by her peers as a visionary, having  
decades ago understood and promoted the contribution that 
Asia and especially China has played in the development of 
Australia and the special contribution that Chinese residents 
have played in the development of Ballarat.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Her outstanding contribution to education, her leadership  
and active contribution to many charitable groups, her cultural 
vision in awakening the Goom Loong, the Chinese Dragon 
who resides at Sovereign Hill Ballarat  and who celebrates his 
20th Anniversary this year, and the redevelopment of the  
Ballarat Chinese Cemetery are just some examples of       
Dianne’s contribution to life in Ballarat. 
 
The presentation also mentioned Dianne’s sense of family, 
both immediate and extended whom she tends with as much 
love as she attends to her cottage garden in historical Ballarat. 
In mentioning Dianne’s extended family, she has developed a 
network of close personal relationships with people from all 
over Australia and Internationally. 
 
Congratulations to our much loved  Dianne McGrath. 

 

AN OAM for SISTER JANE GOREY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Resident Carer at Ryder Cheshire Victorian Homes since 
1995, Sr. Jane Frances Gorey  was honoured with a Medal of 
the Order of Australia (OAM)  in the 2016 Australia Day 
Honours List for service to health care support organisations.  
 
Jane’s service includes being Resident Carer at the Ryder-
Cheshire Victorian Homes, Ivanhoe, since 1995.   As Resident 
Carer  Jane is responsible for three buildings with 43 units 
and 95 beds, serving those patients from country areas, or 
interstate, who need to stay in Melbourne while undergoing 
medical treatment at city hospitals.  
 
Janes does an incredible job in both administering the homes 
and providing caring support to the residents,   She willingly 
gives an enormous amount of herself in helping people and is 
a very worthy recipient of the OAM. 
 

Ryder-Cheshire warmly congratulates  
Jane on her achievement. 

 

Ryder-Cheshire gratefully acknowledges  
David and Neil Coath,   of  

 

PROMPT DISTRIBUTION PTY LTD,  
West Heidelberg, Victoria,  

who most generously arrange and pay for the distribution of 
this Newsletter. Thank you David and Neil, we so much    

appreciate your generosity.   

   

Receive  your “Red Feather” by emailReceive  your “Red Feather” by emailReceive  your “Red Feather” by email   
 

You will need Adobe Reader which can be downloaded free from the 
internet. Please send your email address,  

name and postal address to:  
antheaswann@bigpond.com   

and you may unsubscribe at any time to the same address. 

RENEWALS OF SPONSORSHIPS AND OTHER DONATIONS.  The back page of this Newsletter provides  

information on how to make  payments and donations  to Ryder-Cheshire Australia 

Dianne McGrath, Ballarat’s  Great Women 2016 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS AVAILABLEENTERTAINMENT BOOKS AVAILABLEENTERTAINMENT BOOKS AVAILABLE   
 

$13 FROM EACH BOOK 
SOLD GOES TO RCA 

 

BOOKS AVAILABLE  
INCLUDE: 
ADELAIDE; BALLARAT;  
CANBERRA; DARWIN;  
MELBOURNE; SYDNEY 
CHRISTCHURCH  
+ MANY MORE 

To browse the books go to: 

www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/flickbook 

to see prices and order the books: 
www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/204q328 

or email Susie Mackerras    

on rydercheshirevolunteersaust@gmail.com 
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REPORT OF RYDERREPORT OF RYDERREPORT OF RYDER---CHESHIRE AUSTRALIA BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 2016CHESHIRE AUSTRALIA BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 2016CHESHIRE AUSTRALIA BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 2016 

In Sydney 2014, the Ryder-Cheshire Foundation Vic-
toria Ballarat Support Group volunteered to host 
the next Ryder-Cheshire Australia Biennial Confer-
ence for 2016 in Ballarat, Victoria.  Planning began im-
mediately, including securing  the all-inclusive, beautiful 
venue and surroundings at the Mercure Hotel and Conven-
tion Centre in Ballarat for 15, 16 and 17 April 2016. 
 
Friday began very early with a full programme of events for 
some overseas guests including Sr Joaquim Soares and his 
wife Maria from Klibur Domin Timor-Leste, Brigadier 
Arun Bhatnagar his wife Shobhna  and Mrs Sunita   
Garware from Raphael,  India and Ms Carolyn Tapley 
and Mrs Minna Munro from Christchurch New Zealand.  
 
This programme included an ABC Regional Radio interview, 
visits to Damascus College, Ballarat Specialist School and 
Farm  with lunch served by the staff and students at the Spe-
cialist School Bakery, Loreto College, Ballarat Grammar 
School and Ballarat Clarendon College.  Joaquim also visited 
the Gandarra Palliative Care Unit of the Ballarat Health Ser-
vices to observe  chronic care management. 
 
On Friday evening, the  City of Ballarat welcomed all Bien-
nial Conference delegates at a Civic Reception in the old 
and beautiful Town Hall and were greeted by the Mayor, Cr 
Des Hudson, who spoke knowledgably of Ryder-Cheshire. 
 
On Saturday the Biennial Conference was officially opened 
by His Excellency Sr Abel Guterras, the Timor-Leste 
Ambassador.   In his opening address, Sr Guterras spoke 
about the work of Ryder-Cheshire and fondly about the 
history of friendship between the two countries. 
 
Peter Newton, National RCA President, acknowl-
edged the outstanding work by Dr Don Sinclair and       
Fr Ted Burns and presented both with Ryder-Cheshire 
Certificates of Appreciation. 
 
Patricia Prendergast gave insights into the beginnings of 
the Ballarat Support Group along with a special message of 
“sharing with love” in the Tetum of Klibur Domin. 
 
Newly appointed CEO of Raphael  Brigadier Arun Bhat-
nagar, and Sr Joaquim Soares Director of Klibur Domin 
gave comprehensive reports of work undertaken at each  
facility. This was followed by the Chairman of the Ryder-
Cheshire Foundation, Canterbury,  New Zealand, Ms 
Carolyn Tapley, who also gave an update on the current 
situation in Christchurch. 
 
Volunteers, Trish Twaits from Ballarat spoke of her time 
at Raphael, and Barry and Sue Ward from Bendigo of 
their time at Klibur Domin. 
 
Jeremi, Ryan, Drew and Sean a group of young friends 
from ECHO International Aid gave a motivational pres-
entation about their work in Northern Thailand.  This was 
followed by the afternoon workshop, facilitated by Mrs 
Trish Young from the Australian Catholic University 
Ballarat which  enabled delegates to share stories, discuss, 
and look to the future.  
 

Over drinks prior to the Conference Dinner, the “Sing Austra-
lia” choir delightfully entertained guests with well chosen songs.  
 
The Conference dinner was followed with entertaining stories 
and reminiscences by Mrs Sunita Garwade, a  Member of the 
Governing Council of Raphael and the daughter of the late Major-
General Bakhshi. 
 
Sunday began with an historical movie created by Hugh 
Elphinstone, President of the Ryder-Cheshire Victoria 
Bendigo Support Group, and Terry Warr.  This was a col-
lage of footage tracing the story of the late Leonard Cheshire and 
the late Sue Ryder, the two founders of Ryder-Cheshire.  
(Copies of this movie can be obtained by contacting Terry). 
 
Sunday was a day for the Ryder-Cheshire Homes in Australia. 
Anne Boyd delivered Cheryl Nesbitt’s report from the Ryder-
Cheshire Home at Singleton NSW. Don Hamilton reported on 
the developments and in particular the newly installed lift at the 
Ryder-Cheshire Home in Ivanhoe, VIC. Neville Gilbertson 
explained the new development of an all boys facility hopefully 
soon to be built at the Ryder-Cheshire Home in Mt Gambier, SA.  
We heard from the Project Manager of Nardy House in Quaama 
NSW, Denise Redmond, of the struggles to develop the facility 
for profoundly physically disabled people. Assisted by the tremen-
dous support from Ryder-Cheshire Foundation NSW,  this facility 
now has much-needed infrastructure in place. 
 
Evelyn Petters, Editor of The Red Feather, delivered a compre-
hensive historical account of the RCA Newsletter, now known as 
The Red Feather. All present applauded her wonderful work as 
Editor.  Terry Warr, Convenor of the Ryder-Cheshire      
Communications Group, displayed the Ryder-Cheshire business 
cards which can be accessed via him, and the Ryder-Cheshire 
address labels which can be accessed through Ryder-Cheshire 
Foundation NSW and described the role of Editors and Con-
tributors for the newly refurbished RCA website. 
 
The Conference concluded with an Open Forum hosted by the 
National President, Peter Newton.    
 
Technology through out the Conference was ably undertaken by 
Terry Warr, Amit Kumar and our Roving Reporter. 
Roger Jeffrey.   The all-inclusive fully laden Trading Table selling 
goods from Raphael, Timor Leste and New Zealand which 
greeted guests at the entrance to the Conference room was  
successfully managed by  Julie Brusaschi along with her team of 
helpers. 
 
The Ryder-Cheshire Biennial Conference 2016 provided the  
opportunity to mingle and talk face to face to with delegates to 
share and exchange ideas and we thank you all for your atten-
dance and contributions. 
 

Ballarat Support Group was very proud to host this  
Conference and we sincerely wish the next planners,  
Ryder-Cheshire Foundation Victoria and the Victorian  

Ryder-Cheshire Homes, all the very best in their lead up to 
2018 Ryder-Australia Biennial Conference. 

 

Dianne McGrath,  
President of the Ryder-Cheshire Victoria  
Ballarat Support Group 
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THE STORY OF THE RED FEATHERTHE STORY OF THE RED FEATHERTHE STORY OF THE RED FEATHER   

At the Biennial Conference, Evelyn Petters, spoke about the 
history of our Newsletter, The Red Feather.  Here is an 
excerpt, starting with a letter written in 2001 by the former 
Editor, the late Margaret Blaber of Adelaide, SA. 

 

“  In mid-1987 I received a surprising phone call – would I be interested 
in organising a Newsletter for the Ryder-Cheshire Foundation?   There 
would be an honorarium.  …..  In half an hour a car arrived and I found 
myself at the home of Dame Roma Mitchell in East Terrace.  I was then 
introduced to Dame Roma, Leonard Cheshire and Sue Ryder.  Wow!  I 
was overawed at being “interviewed”.  Leonard offered me a cup of 
coffee and within a very short time I felt completely at ease.  I knew 
nothing about the Ryder-Cheshire organization,  but I did know of Leo-
nard Cheshire and his war time record.  It was a most unusual 
“interview”, more a conversation about what would be involved and an 
agreement that a monthly honorarium would be paid.   It never was.   It 
did not take me long to realise that the honorarium would be an ex-
pense that the organisation could ill-afford and the more I learned about 
Ryder-Cheshire the more I was happy to take on the task on a voluntary 
basis and did so for the next  15 years  …..  (and over 50 issues)” 
 

Margaret’s last Newsletter was in 2001. The issues in 2002 
were produced by ACT and Victoria. Early in 2003 I too 
received a surprising phone call – from Peter Newton ask-
ing whether I would take over the Newsletter.  With some 
trepidation I accepted and commenced producing The Ry-
der Cheshire News (as it was then known) in May 2003 
issue number 56 and have continued since then.   
 

In May 2014 (issue number 83) the name was 
changed to The Red Feather following the decision 
made at the 2012 Biennial in Canberra.  (The Red 
Feather is the emblem of Leonard Cheshire).  Up until No-
vember 2010 it was published in black and white and in May 
2011 we moved into colour.    Our forthcoming May issue 
will be number 87 which makes 31 issues over 13 years that 
I have produced.    From the very first issue of The Ryder 
Cheshire News it has been a valuable continuous and inspir-
ing record of Ryder Cheshire developments and activities.   
 

So what does Ryder-Cheshire gain from the Red Feather ? 
The primary purpose is to keep our donors and support-
ers informed about the important humanitarian work being 
undertaken in all the Ryder-Cheshire homes including those 
within Australia as well as those in Timor Leste and India.  
The content should help to motivate supporters and remind 
them that donations and sponsorships are vitally important 
to enable the work to continue. Another benefit is keep-
ing the different groups and individuals within Ryder Chesh-
ire Australia in touch with each other and up to date with 
what we are all doing.   
 

The circulation is now 720 hard copies posted and approxi-
mately 470 emailed,  making a total distribution of 1190 
copies.   It is also available on our website.   Our recipients 
continue to be worldwide including the United Kingdom, 
India, East Timor, New Zealand and Germany as well as all 
states of Australia.   

 

By providing information about ongoing projects overseas 
and within Australia,  we continue to report and  illustrate 
the worth of funds raised and endeavour  to make the Red 
Feather interesting to our readers who are our valued sup-
porters and volunteers.     
 

Evelyn Petters, West Australia.   

Sr Abel Guterres, Ambassador for Timor Leste,  
Brig. Arun Bhatnagar, Dianne McGrath  

and Sr Joaquim Soares 

AT THE CONFERENCEAT THE CONFERENCEAT THE CONFERENCE   

The Conference setting 

Carolyn Tapley, Dianne McGrath, Minna Munro, and Leo Rennie 

The popular and colourful 
Trading Table outside of the 

Conference  room 

National  President Peter Newton 
makes a presentation to  

Sr Guterres after the  
Ambassador’s opening address  

to the Conference, 
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IMPROVEMENTS AT IVANHOE   IMPROVEMENTS AT IVANHOE   IMPROVEMENTS AT IVANHOE      
RYDERRYDERRYDER---CHESHIRE HOMES VICTORIACHESHIRE HOMES VICTORIACHESHIRE HOMES VICTORIA 

At the 2014 Ryder-Cheshire Australia Biennial Conference in 
Sydney, Sr Joaquim Soares, Director of Klibur Domin asked 
the Ballarat Support Group to assist with a poster for Klibur 
Domin to encourage staff, patients and their families to either 
stop or reduce their smoking. 
 

Joaquim is highly passionate about the dangers of smoking 
both from a health point of view and from the huge financial 

cost to the population 
of Timor-Leste. Joa-
quim has a very close 
knowledge of the 
harmful effects of  
cigarettes and strongly 
believes that if the 
local  community 
could be discouraged 
from smoking, there 
would be a great 
health benefit for all. 
 

As a result, the Ryder 
Cheshire Ballarat Sup-
port Group worked 
with school students 
at Loreto College 
who are enthusiastic 
about raising money 

for many worthwhile causes for Ryder-Cheshire.   The stu-
dents gladly supported the Klibur Domin smoking reduction 
project and have raised $1000 for this project to develop and 
produce no-smoking posters.   
 

Leo Rennie and Dianne McGrath put together a committee of 
Leo, Dianne, Siobhan Reeves, Terry Warr and Ondria 
Cheeseman.   Members bought their differing skills to enable 
the project to go ahead and be as effective as possible. The 
committee worked under direction from Joaquim. 
 

A variety of posters were considered and the appropriate-
ness of wording that could explain the risks of smoking. The 
aim was not only to explain the physical risks, but the social 
risks as well. The posters depicted illustrations of young peo-
ple engaging in positive recreational activities and the text 
(Tetum) defined the potential health, financial and social risks 
that could be incurred should they smoke.  
 

Veronica McLinden, artist-illustrator, was engaged to un-
dertake the artwork.   The diagrams and wording were sent 
to Joaquim for editing.  He nominated and added wording he 
thought was the most effective, outlining the many physical 
problems caused by smoking. The  posters were approved 
and printed in March 2016. The Loreto College students 
presented the posters to Joaquim at the Loreto College as-
sembly as part of the Ryder-Cheshire Australia Biennial Con-
ference in April 2016. Sr Joaquim expressed his appreciation 
to the College for their support.  
 

Joaquim is taking the posters to Klibur Domin for display in 
the buildings at the health facility and the post cards will be 
used by the TB Team to assist in discouraging smoking in the 
communities in which they work.   
 

Ondria Cheeseman, Project Co-ordinator, Klibur Domin 

The Ivanhoe Home has provided accommodation for 
country and interstate patients and carers attending 
Melbourne hospitals for 35 years.    
 
During this time the Management Committee has sought to 
improve internal and external amenities of the Home, particu-
larly Kirkpatrick – Building 12 and Gyngel - Building 14.   
 

These buildings, erected over sixty years ago, have required 
considerable refurbishment.  Over the years it became appar-
ent that stairway-only access to second and third floor level 
rooms was limiting the accommodation capacity of the Home 
as access was inadequate for wheelchairs or residents who 
were unable to climb stairs.  By 2012, improving access to all 
rooms had become a critical issue.   A greater number of non-
ambulant residents were approaching the Home seeking ac-
commodation and Don Sinclair,  our President at the time, 
asked the Committee to consider solutions for providing uni-
versal access to rooms on all building levels.   A study showed 
it was possible to install a lift on the external wall of the two 
buildings, with lift doors opening into existing internal passage-
ways and after many meetings the Committee agreed for 
works to be put out to tender and in April 2014 a builder was 
appointed.   
 

Construction on Building 12 began in November 2014, while 
Buildings 10 and 14 would continue to operate as usual.  In July 
2015 the new lift was installed and fully operational.    The 
second phase of lift works then began on Building 14 and the 
office and office equipment transferred to Building 12 and 
Building 14 temporarily closed.  The disruption, dust, noise and 
general building site works were a challenge for Jane and all 
staff.  Heroically they rose to the occasion and are now ex-
tremely happy that things have returned to near normal.  
Building 14 is now operational, complete with a new lift.  Not 
only this, Building 14 has a new enlarged foyer providing a very 
open welcome to all.  
 

Fortunately, due to generous donations and bequests the 
Committee were also able  to install air conditioners in the 
Home  and all rooms now have air conditioners.  
 

With the lift project and as-
sociated works completed, 
the garden, damaged by the 
works, is receiving a make-
over. 
 

Renewal is in progress to 
bring the garden back to 
its former glory and ready 
for the planned Gala Af-
ternoon Tea to cele-
brate the return of occu-
pancy and acknowledge 
the hard work and com-
mitment of everyone in-
volved in bringing the lift 
project through to satis-
factory completion. 
 

 Don Hamilton, President, Victorian Homes Foundation 

   

NO SMOKING PROJECT AT KLIBUR DOMINNO SMOKING PROJECT AT KLIBUR DOMINNO SMOKING PROJECT AT KLIBUR DOMIN   

Ondria with the colourful posters 

17th  Oct 2015  -    
work completed.  

External view of the B12 Lift  
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   NEWS FROM RAPHAELNEWS FROM RAPHAELNEWS FROM RAPHAEL   
 

ACTIVITIES AT RAPHAEL 

By Priyo Lall  
Director Special Education 

 
MARTYN COTTAGE, 

the assisted independent 
living cottage for young 
male adults with           
intellectual disability, has 
been running very effi-
ciently now for over a year.  
 

Bharat, long term       
resident of Ava Vihar, with 
cerebral palsy, has been 
appointed the supervisor. 
His close friend Sukhdev, 
whom he has grown up 
with, shares a room with 
him in the ‘cottage.’ There 
are four young boys in his care, and they sweep and mop, wash 
their clothes make tea,  and attend classes or the workshop 
during the day.   The flat is always amazingly clean.  
 

Sometimes, over the weekend, they get together with the girls 
of Barbara cottage, and cook lunch together under the able 
supervision of Hemlata, the supervisor of the girls’ cottage. 

 
THE LITTLE WHITE HOUSE building has now been reno-
vated to house 54 young male residents with intellectual disabil-
ity. There are still a few children from the original LWH who 
will finish school over the next 2 years. They occupy 2 rooms in 
the building. We can now house 120 residents with intellectual    
disability on campus 
and have a present 
strength of 91. 
 

 
We have made great 
leaps in the use of 
technology to teach 
our students. We 
have an audio-visual 
lab consisting of 5 
computers linked to a 
server, with an over-
head projector. We 
are also using iPads, 
especially in our indi-
vidual sessions with 
children with Autism 
and hope to have one soon in every classroom.  
 
We are proud to be members of the Dehradun Disability    
Forum which is a group of about 12 NGOs that get together 
once a month to share views, expertise and experiences. Raph-
ael has hosted this meeting regularly for almost 2 years and 
while it is a good reason to have a cup of tea, it has created a 
wonderful feeling of unity amongst those of us working in the 
same sector. 
 

 
 

 

MY INSPIRATIONAL RAPHAEL EXPERIENCE 
By Karen Whelan 

 
 

My time at Raphael can be summed up by one word . . . …. 
Inspirational!   The vision, drive, compassion and commitment 
of Sue Ryder and Leonard Cheshire leave me in awe. 
 

The lady who first sparked my interest and inspired me to 
visit Raphael was Joh Sunnex.    Joh and I worked together for 
a brief period at the Ryder-Cheshire Home in Mount Gam-
bier and at the time she had just returned from a trip to 
Raphael. Listening to Joh talk of work at Raphael,  her love 
and admiration of the place and the people was what made 
me seek to volunteer there. 
 

My trip to India was the first time I had travelled on my own.  
I declare I was a little nervous but far more excited and I did 
it!  I managed to get there and home in one piece and I truly 
did enjoy the freedom and independence I sensed. 
 

My days at Raphael were filled with many and varied activities. 
On school days I would rise,  have breakfast and off to morn-
ing prayer,  followed by either morning fitness or yoga. Then 
it would be off to class. I was in Kanti’s Classroom, Primary 
1A. I observed Kanti and her student teacher working with 
the children and stepped in where guided to.  During my time 
I also prepared and produced many teaching aids such as flash 
and lotto cards (colour, food, animals, body parts and simple 
recognition charts). Lunch was next and then either back to 
class in the afternoon or it was over to the workshop to as-
sist with candle making for Diwali that also occurred during 
my stay. 
 

After the school bell rang for the day our activities varied far 
and wide. Some days we would move around the grounds of 
Raphael meeting residents.  Taking tea at Barbara Cottage, 
visiting Shiv Sadan, or going to the Chronic Ward to chat 
with the most amazing man I have ever met – Bohla. Other 
days we would travel into town for some purchases or just 
stroll to the Hari Store and wander back through the colony. 
In the afternoons the children of Ava Vihar would play and I 
would join in with their games. Exploring the grounds and 
meeting all the people of Raphael was a wonderful way to 
spend time. Some of the other activities I participated in 

were: an outreach visit with the Physio team,  art presenta-
tion with the school and every Thursday we would have a 
morning tea in the Mess with many of the staff, the Chairman, 
the CEO Brigadier Sinha, and Dr. Gupta as well as volunteers.  
I could fill a book with my experiences . . . and still there is 
more to discover . . . .and yes I plan and will make every en-
deavour to return to India . . . to Raphael!           
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HOW  YOU CAN SUPPORT RYDER-CHESHIRE 
YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE IN RYDER-CHESHIRE’S  HUMANITARIAN WORK  

 

Sponsors are URGENTLY NEEDED and essential to allow us to maintain, support and develop  

much needed programs at Raphael in India and Klibur Domin in Timor-Leste 

RAPHAEL 
There are two ways you can become a sponsor: 

• Sponsor an individual resident:       Regular updates about the sponsored resident’s progress are provided from Raphael. 

• Choose a program to sponsor from the following: 

 - TB program. There are 26 beds in the ward, together with an out-patient program treating over 2000 cases   
  each year. 
 - Community Based Rehabilitation Program. An outreach team supports children with disabilities in their  
  villages. 
 - Day Care Centre Program. Provides education and therapy to 160 children and adults with disabilities 
  

KLIBUR DOMIN 
You can sponsor any of the following three programs: 
• Inpatient Services Program . Provides care for patients recovering from illnesses and injuries.  
• TB Program. Includes in-patient and out-patient services, a mobile TB Team, and a Multi Drug Resistant TB Ward 
• Community Based Rehabilitation Program.  An outreach team supports children with disabilities in their villages. 
 

 

SPONSORSHIP COSTS    
• The usual cost is $1 per day, or $365 per year, but sponsors may contribute less or more, if preferred. 
 

Can you help?  
    

Become a sponsor now   —  fill in the form below and forward as shown  

  

How You Can Help 

The Ryder-Cheshire Overseas Aid Fund is a Tax Deductible Gift Recipient (ABN 15 362 991 732), and all donations and sponsor-
ship payments of $2 and over are tax deductible.  Please complete this form and post to:   
Ryder-Cheshire  Australia,  PO Box 51, Glen Iris, Victoria  3146.          A receipt will be posted to you. 
          

�  I would like to make a donation of  $ . . . . . .      -   to be used where most needed       (     )                
                                                   -   to Klibur Domin in Timor-Leste      (     )    Tick one  
                                                                                  -   to Raphael in Northern India          (     ) 
 

�  I am interested in becoming a Sponsor for $365 or $ . . . . . . . .  (other amount)  at     
         -   Raphael              (    )    Tick one 
                                     -   Klibur Domin     (    ) 
 

�  I would like information on how to make a Bequest to support the work of Ryder-Cheshire. 

 

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Telephone   (. . .) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Email Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 �  My cheque for $ . . . . . . . . . . .  is enclosed          OR                �  Here are my Credit Card details            
 
 
Visa/MasterCard No     -  -  -  -    / -  -  -  -    / -  -  -  -   / -  -  -  -        Expiry Date   -  -   /  -  -        Amount $ . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 

Name on Card  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       Signature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 


