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In his first year as the National President of Ryder-Cheshire Australia, Rory 

McEwen, has recently returned from a visit to Raphael. Below is his report. 
 

M y visit to Raphael commenced with two one day trips, the first into the 

foothills of the Himalayas where our jeep driver managed to deliver four 

of us safely to a small school in a tiny village to meet with around 50 parents 

and their disabled children. The journey along narrow winding mountain roads 

was not for the faint hearted. Marvelling at the women struggling up steep 

inclines, almost buried in huge loads of vegetation balanced on their heads, 

took our minds off the perils of the journey. 
 

The gathering that awaited us 

at the end of our four hour 

trek had assembled for a 

briefing on managing and 

modifying challenging behav-

iours and to discuss sexuality 

and the disabled. Our tal-

ented presenters spoke in 

Hindi.  Luckily the accompa-

nying slides were in English so 

I could get some feel for the 

animated discussion. Some of 

the parents, particularly the men,  didn’t seem to take kindly to some of the 

frank discussions but it was an overwhelming success.  
 

The second day was much tamer but equally enlightening. We set out on flat 

country to visit a number of primary schools where Raphael had gained access 

to some classroom space and employed staff to work with disabled children. 

The work was greatly appreciated by the schools, parents and children in-

volved. Living conditions of many of these families can only be described as 

basic. Living with your cattle, I was told, added warmth. No mention of the 

other challenges involved. 
 

Once having been exposed to the outreach educational and support pro-

grammes it was time to visit 

Raphael. First to the T.B. hospital 

to meet Dr Gupta. Wow!  what a 

remarkable man.  He and his team 

lessen suffering in a huge way by 

managing and treating T.B.       

patients in the two hospital wards 

(nearly 400 admissions last year) 

and the 3,000 out patients in the 

same period.   On to the school, 

where the classrooms were busy, 

joyful and happy as class after class welcomed me and competed for my atten-

tion as they participated in the learning activities.  
 

 

continued overleaf on Page 2 

 

Ryder-Cheshire Australia 

gratefully acknowledges  

David and Neil Coath,    

of  

PROMPT DISTRIBUTION  

PTY LTD,  

West Heidelberg, Victoria,  
 

who most generously arrange  

and pay for the distribution of  

this Newsletter. 
 

 Thank you David and Neil,  

we so much  appreciate  

your generosity.   

Register your interest now! 
 

THE RYDER-CHESHIRE 
19th BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 

 

“REFRESH AND RENEW”“REFRESH AND RENEW”“REFRESH AND RENEW”   
   

14-15 APRIL 2018 
 

In the HILLSLEY CENTRE,  
Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar School 

8-10 Noel Street   
IVANHOE      Victoria 

 

See inside, or attached, for a flyer 
with details, and a registration form. 

 

 Also  available at ryder-cheshire.org 
 

Enquiries: 03 9877 7084, or 
rcaconference19@gmail.om 

NATIONAL PRESIDENT VISITS RAPHAEL NATIONAL PRESIDENT VISITS RAPHAEL NATIONAL PRESIDENT VISITS RAPHAEL    
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From there to the workshops where candle making and 

weaving provide meaningful work for disabled adults and 

some Shiv Sadan residents, while adding a  small revenue 

stream to Raphael. There are only four of the children 

from the Shiv Sadan families still at Raphael and like many 

of the older ones they will soon be moving on to tertiary 

training programmes or employment.  

The end of a wonderful era.  

 

I spent some time with the residents of Shiv Sadan, involv-

ing a couple of invitations into individual homes and a very 

moving encounter with a tearful Dwan, holding a treas-

ured photo of my family, a small taste of the difference we 

all make. A quick detour and a climb to the rooftop of the 

main classroom block to see the huge new solar array 

funded by some of the generous Singleton          

donation   (as shown below) 

 

Now to the staffing and Governance arrangements.  
 

Brigadier Arun Bhatnagar (Retd) is retiring as CEO 

and the board have selected Mr Sanjai Kapil as his re-

placement. Raphael will remain in very good hands with 

Sanjai. Arun will be missed but the two of them are work-

ing through the transition in a very thorough and highly 

professional way.   Equally Air Marshall B.D. Jayal has 

stepped down as Chairman of the Governing Council af-

ter 14 years of selfless quality service.   

General Rostun K. Nanavatty has been elected to the 

role. Rostun is an inspiration and along with his wife  

Sanuti will offer great ongoing leadership to Raphael. 

 

As a result of my in-depth discussions with the Raphael 

management team and with the assistance of our Over-

seas Volunteers’ Co-ordinator, Susie MacKerras,   I will 

make a detailed presentation to the Board in November.  

 

We expect Raphael to be well represented  at our  

Biennial Conference at Ivanhoe next April.   

Let’s hope many of you already have this great 

event in your diaries. 

 

 

“Raphael—what an Inspirational Place” 
By Volunteers Joanne and Karen 

 

R aphael, our own little mecca in this vast country of India.   

On arrival, we settled into our accommodation, had a tour 

of the grounds, meeting a few of the carers, teachers and resi-

dents. We then ventured out to the local shop for supplies, 

afterwards enjoying a vegetarian tea back at Raphael. Power 

went out, apparently that happens a lot  ..... It’s India. 
 

You wouldn’t be in India if you weren’t having trouble with the 

internet, but also having a wonderful time  …  riding in crazy 

Tuk Tuks, being stared at by the locals  …  (of course I say 

hello),  eating dahl and vegetarian 

food, monkeys dancing on our roof, 

we hope our drying washing doesn’t 

go missing. Spending time with won-

derful people in an amazing different 

country .... everyone in Australia 

should experience this. 
 

Time spent at Raphael, what can I 

say....what an inspirational place, full 

of wonderful people and the most 

special children.    It is very humbling 

to be welcomed with open arms, love 

and lots of affection.  In the classroom,  having learnt a few 

names and gestures, communication was difficult but we 

seemed to manage. The kids just loved us and it was very easy 

to get some favourites. We looked forward to Diwali and its 

celebrations. Weekends we were off to discover our surround-

ing area, going to Missouri and Rishikesh.  
 

On Diwali Karen and I were in our room and the noise outside 

was deafening, we could have been in a war zone and we would 

have had no clue. The fireworks were continous and loud.  We 

had a lovely evening visiting Ava Vihar and trying tasty Indian 

treats and watching the residents have some fireworks of their 

own. We were included in celebrations and anointed with an 

Indian mark. A very special evening.  Some school days I needed  

three hands .... Mayank, Yudo and Munta all wanting to hold my 

hand  -  it is wonderful that these young adults felt a bond with 

us. They were so happy to see each of us every morning.  All 

too quickly it was time to say goodbye.  Raphael was a wonder-

ful experience made all the richer by the other amazing Volun-

teers, but infinitely by all of the Residents, Staff and Special Peo-

ple of Raphael we had the chance to share the experience with. 

These precious memories will stay with us. 

Volunteer Joanne 

"Thank you to Peter Newton from Raphael 

following his retirement as National President 
 

“Peter Newton gave leadership to the Ryder-Cheshire Austra-

lia organization. He built bridges among institutions, among 

nations, communities and individuals similarly motivated to 

serve and make a difference in the world.    He helped 

strengthen a community of people attempting to build, heal, 

and restore this world with kindness and compassion – It was 

his vision to work in Kilbur Domin, the Ryder Cheshire home 

in Timor Leste. As he retires as President RCA, Raphael will 

miss this inspirational motivating co-worker, colleague and 

leader in our journey”. 
 

Brig Arun Bhatnagar,  

Chief Executive Officer, Raphael. 
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RYDER-CHESHIRE AUSTRALIA 
Patron: 

His Excellency,  General the Honourable  
Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Ret). 

Governor General of the  
Commonwealth of Australia  

Founders: 
Group Captain Lord Cheshire of Woodhall   

VC OM DSO DFC  

and  Lady Ryder of Warsaw  CMG OBE 
 

CONTACTS 
 

National President 

Rory McEwen 0417 803 627 

rorymce@bigpond.com 
 

National Secretary 

Anthea Swann 03 9877 7084 

antheaswann@bigpond.com 
 

Ballarat Support Group 

Dianne McGrath  0411 874 756 

diannemcgrath@iinet.net.au  
 

Bendigo Support Group 

Hugh Elphinstone 03 5443 1163 

hugh_elphinstone@hotmail.com 
 

Mount Gambier Home 

Neville Gilbertson 

kaynev62@aussiebroadband.com.au 
 

New South Wales 

Christine Hannan 02 9416 7569 

c.hannan@optusnet.com.au 
 

South Australia 

Rory McEwen 0417 803 627 

rorymce@bigpond.com 
 

Victoria  

Michael Moignard  03 9459  8040 

mmoignard@gmail.com  
 

Victorian Homes Ivanhoe      

Barrie Williams 03 9459 7905 

valandbarrie@people.net.au 

Ivanhoe Home 03 9254 2400 
 

Overseas Volunteers’ Co-ordinator 

Susie Mackerras  02 9880 8094 

rydercheshirevolunteersaust@gmail.com 
 

Website Co-ordinator 

Terry Warr      twarr@ozemail.com.au  
 

Website            www.ryder-cheshire.org 
 

Red Feather Editor 

Evelyn Petters  08 9349 5043 

4 Arkana Way, Balcatta, WA 6021 

petters@iinet.net.au 

 

Helping children at RaphaelHelping children at RaphaelHelping children at Raphael   
Volunteer Ben, PhysiotherapistVolunteer Ben, PhysiotherapistVolunteer Ben, Physiotherapist   

G oing to Raphael was an easy decision due to the endless praise it re-

ceives from anyone who is lucky enough to visit.   
 

As a physiotherapist I had been working in a hospital setting for two years 

and Raphael was the perfect opportunity to help grow my skills,  as well to 

use what I had learned to help out those who do not have such an abundant 

supply of health resources.  
 

I arrived in Raphael late at night after a long journey from Delhi. Expecting 

to just pick up some keys and fall into bed.  Instead found the cook had been 

waiting up for me, going from his house to check when I arrived, so he could 

make sure I got dinner. This was the first example of a selfless desire to help 

which became a common trait in everyone I met working at Raphael. This 

gives reason to why I believe Raphael is so successful in making such positive 

progress in each one of its kids.  
 

My arrival was at a perfect time. One of the physiotherapists had recently 

left  and even though Megha, the head physiotherapist, was doing a fantastic 

job running the ship solo,  the amount of work that could be done was end-

less. My work at Raphael primarily involved doing daily physio sessions and 

making treatment plans for the physically disabled kids in the school. With 

most of the kids having a Cerebral Palsy presentation,  our work focused on 

increasing their independence with activities of daily living,  thus enabling 

them to participate more with their family, friends and within the commu-

nity. Although my “physio Hindi” wasn’t as fluent as would be ideal, the 

amount you can do for these kids is amazing and to see the amount Megha 

and the teachers have already done for them is mind boggling.  
 

In the short 3 months I was there the progress I was able to see was fantas-

tic, and the kids, although challenging, were incredible fun to work with and 

you could ultimately see the added quality of life these kids were receiving 

from Raphael. 
 

I was also lucky enough to be the physio to go on the community based re-

hab programme. This was one of the highlights of my time in India. Stretch-

ing out to the rural suburbs of Dehradun you get a whole new appreciation 

of Indian communities. We 

were welcomed in to numerous 

homes to assess and make early 

intervention plans for their 

young children. The apprecia-

tion from the families really 

helps you to understand how 

valuable this is to them who 

mostly, up till now, had re-

ceived little information on how 

to cope with a disabled child. 
 

As much as you are able to help out during your time there, Raphael also 

gives you a whole new set of skills and growth that you did not realise you 

needed until you got there. As a physio my job varied from looking after 

early intervention kids, school age kids, the elderly residents of Shiv Sadan 

with cured leprosy, and of course, learning to dance for Founders’ Day. As a 

volunteer in India I was able to make lifelong friendships, see amazing sights 

including weekend treks through the close by Himalayas, getaways to nearby 

towns of Rishikesh and Chandigarh and not so nearby places like Amritsar, 

Dharamsala, Jaipur and Chopta.  
 

A great experience and I will probably look at returning in the future. 

The Red Feather  is edited and produced by 

Evelyn Petters  in West Australia     
Email   petters@iinet.net.au  

Tel    (08)  9349 5043       
and published in May and November each year.  

Contributions for the next issue in  
MAY 2018 should be submitted   

by e-mail to    petters@iinet.net.au    
by     28th  April 2018 
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Visit by Peter and Helen Newton to Klibur Domin 

I 
n August 2017, Peter and Helen Newton visited Kli-

bur Domin for two weeks.  It was Peter’s eighteenth 

visit and Helen’s fourth.  Neither had travelled to 

other than the capital  Dili, Tibar village (where Klibur 

Domin is located) and a few other remote villages to ob-

serve Klibur Domin’s outreach programs.  The rest of 

Timor-Leste was a closed book to us. 

On this visit, the Home Manager, Joaquim Soares and his 

wife Maria decided to take a week’s leave and drive us 855 

km around their beautiful country, much of which Maria 

had not seen, and there were even a few of the places we 

visited which were new to Joaquim.  It was a voyage of 

discovery for Helen and me and opened our eyes to the 

delightful Timorese people, the extreme poverty in the 

remote villages, the great natural beauty and the tourist 

potential of the country.  However, much is needed to 

improve the roads and communications and to provide 

suitable accommodation and restaurants before a tourist 

boom could occur.  

Our first week was spent at Klibur Domin where we 

were impressed with the tremendous progress made 

since our last visits.  Ryder-Cheshire and Rotary have con-

tributed hundreds of thousands of dollars over the past 

five years to undertake essential improvements and main-

tenance work which has significantly improved the facili-

ties at the home and its operation.   

In the same period, 

Klibur Domin has ac-

quired a grant of 

A$400,000 from the 

Global Fund to set up 

a second Mobile TB 

Team to detect and 

treat TB and to edu-

cate village people on 

how to avoid con-

tracting this poten-

tially fatal disease.  With nearly one percent of the 

Timorese population having TB, Timor-Leste has the high-

est incidence of the disease in Asia and among the highest 

in the world.  

To serve the transport needs of this second Mobile Team, 

a new Toyota  4WD vehicle has been purchased with 

funding from the Rotary Club of Ballina, together with 

matching Rotary District and International  grants.  Ryder-

Cheshire has worked closely with Rotary in the 17 years 

since Klibur Domin was established and many of the im-

provements over the years have been funded by Rotary. 

Two years ago, one 

of the inpatient 

wards for TB pa-

tients at Klibur 

Domin was found to 

have serious struc-

tural faults due to 

shoddy workman-

ship by the original 

Indonesian contractors in the 1990s.  The ward had to be 

demolished and a new ward constructed.  This work is 

nearly complete, and shortly Klibur Domin will be able to 

accommodate 22 additional TB patients in a purpose built 

facility with every bedroom having an ensuite bathroom. 

Recent statistics have revealed that Multi-Drug Resistant-

TB (MDR-TB) is on the increase.  Klibur Domin has the 

only facility in Timor-Leste for the long term treatment of 

MDR-TB, so it is an essential player in combatting this 

most serious strain of TB.  MDR-TB patients often spend 

eight months in the isolation ward at Klibur Domin before 

the disease is cured.  Sometimes they have not survived.  

With money generously donated by Ryder-Cheshire Can-

terbury in New Zealand, Klibur Domin is now construct-

ing a second isolation ward for MDR-TB patients. 

The Medical Clinic at Klibur Domin had been inadequate 

for many years and needed to be expanded.  With funding 

from Ryder-Cheshire Australia, the size of the Clinic was 

doubled and, at the same time, a Dental Surgery was 

added.    

In July this year, Klibur Domin introduced a trial Dental 

Care Program with two retired dentists from South Aus-

tralia (Ian Ridley and John Denton, both of whom are Ro-

tarians) treating more than 100 patients in a two week 

visit.  Some technical problems arose with the dental chair 

and these will be fixed by another Rotarian, Brian Sum-

mers, who will travel from Melbourne to Klibur Domin 

later this year.  Once the Dental Surgery is fully operable, 

the plan is to seek volunteer dentists to travel to Klibur 

Domin for two or three week periods to treat thousands 

of Timorese villagers, virtually all of whom have never 

seen a dentist.  

We were delighted to see another Rotary funded project 

completed which had ensured the power and water  

Continued on page 5    

The new Toyota 4WD 
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Continued from Page 4 

supply to Klibur Domin.  A second water bore and new 

pumps, piping and tanks means that Klibur Domin now 

has an assured water supply.  And a new generator and 

an improved electrical reticulation system have signifi-

cantly improved the notoriously unreliable power supply 

for the home.  Rotary Clubs in Mount Gambier, together 

with matching District and International grants funded 

these major improvements. 

The winding up of the Ryder-Cheshire Home in Singleton 

allowed $130,000 to go to Klibur Domin and will fund 

major repairs to Ward Two (already completed), major 

extensions and renovations to the Volunteers’ Cottage 

(nearly completed), the purchase of a new 4WD ambu-

lance (presently being negotiated) and the resurfacing of 

all the roads in the complex (to be completed when all 

the other major building projects are finalised).  Once 

this is done, the intention is to seek a volunteer horticul-

turist from Australia to go to Klibur Domin for several 

years to design, implement and maintain a landscape plan, 

including new trees, shrubs and grassed areas.  The aim is 

to make Klibur Domin as relaxed and peaceful as possible 

to aid the recovery of the patients.  

The recruitment of Fabiola dos Santos to be the General 

Manager, working under Joaquim Soares, has made a big 

difference to the management of Klibur Domin, with 

Fabiola handling day to day matters and Joaquim concen-

trating on strategic matters, programs and projects.  This 

year we have been fortunate to have had some excellent 

volunteers, including four teams of Rotarians who have 

each contributed enormously to Klibur Domin.  We 

thank them all for their tremendous support. 

 

Peter and Helen Newton 

 

T 
he seven weeks that I spent in Klibur Domin, 

was nothing short of memorable and humbling. 

Prior to the commencement of my volunteering 

period, Ryder Cheshire Australia liaised with Klibur 

Domin and drafted some tasks which I could possibly 

assist with, based on my work experiences. I also had 

the opportunity to speak to a recently returned volun-

teer, to understand better the environment and hear 

about his experiences. These helped me to have a bet-

ter idea of what to expect and prepare myself mentally.  
 

Whilst at Klibur Domin, I spent most of my time help-

ing out in administrative tasks including drafting of fi-

nance reports, reviewing policies and editing docu-

ments written in English. With my academic back-

ground in psychology and some research, I gave a brief 

presentation on the mental health landscape in Timor 

Leste, and  basic information about a few mental ill-

nesses, which some of the residents in Uma Barbara 

are suffering from, to a group of nursing students who 

were doing their practicum and some staff at Klibur 

Domin.  I particularly enjoyed my time out of the office 

interacting with the residents of Uma Barbara, guiding 

them in doing simple craft activities, drawing, blowing 

bubbles, or just simply chatting with them.  
 

Although I was mostly involved in administrative tasks, I 

learn much about Klibur Domin’s work from the staff 

in the Community Based Rehabilitation and Tuberculo-

sis teams which head out to the communities regularly 

for advocacy work and to identify people in need of 

medical attention. It was always heart warming to hear 

about and see how 

the conditions of 

certain individuals, 

especially the chil-

dren, improve after 

undergoing physio-

therapy in Klibur 

Domin and return 

home to reunite 

with their families.  

It was easy to settle 

in at KD as its staff 

were all very 

friendly. They were 

always more than 

willing to share 

their experiences, which left me feeling very inspired.  

They were encouraging whenever I attempted  to con-

verse with them in Tetun.  It was sad to bid farewell at 

the end of my short seven weeks. I am thankful to Ry-

der Cheshire Australia and Klibur-Domin for the op-

portunity to volunteer with them, giving me not only a 

memorable and inspiring experience, but also several 

new friends whom I would very much like to meet 

again. 

 

 

 

 

“Klibur Domin  -  memorable  

and humbling”    by Pei San 

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD OF  

RYDER-CHESHIRE AUSTRALIA IS : 

National President Rory McEwen 

National Project Officer (Timor-Leste)   

Peter Newton AO 

Vice President and RCF NSW President   

Christine Hannan 

Treasurer, Company Secretary & Public Officer    
Peter Colliver 

National Secretary   Anthea Swann 

President RCF SA   Rory McEwen 

President RCF VIC   Michael Moignard 

President Mount Gambier Home   Neville Gilbertson 

President Victorian Homes   Donald Hamilton 

National Project Officer (India)   Susie Mackerras 

President RCFV Ballarat SG  Dianne McGrath  
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A SECOND HOME FOR MOUNT GAMBIER A SECOND HOME FOR MOUNT GAMBIER A SECOND HOME FOR MOUNT GAMBIER    

W hen The Mount Gambier Home Board received the 

disappointing news last year that their bid for 

“National Stronger Regions Fund” funding had failed,  the 

Board was determined that if there was a next time we 

would put in a better bid. 
 

Subsequently, the Member for Barker, Mr Tony Pasin, ad-

vised us of a new Building Better Regions Fund 

(BBRF) that became available in early 2017. 
 

In order to improve our chances, we commissioned archi-

tect Stephen Herbert to redraw the concept plan to in-

clude some suggested improvements and to get the build 

costed by an independent cost consultant Mr Chris Sale. 

This was done so that we would be able to say we were 

“shovel ready” and we would be able to sign a contract 

with the Government within 90 days if we were advised 

that we were successful.    Subsequently, the plan for the 

second Ryder-Cheshire Mt Gambier Home was completed 

and the Board submitted an application for Building Better 

Regions Funding  in late February. 
 

In July 2017,  we were advised our application for a Federal 

Grant for the second Ryder-Cheshire Mt Gambier Home 

has been successful.    Tony Pasin MP, our local member, 

announced the Grant  when he visited the home on 31st 

July 2017. 
 

Over the last two months since then we have been finalis-

ing building plans, which we had to have ready regardless, 

as the terms of receiving a grant require us to commence 

the project within 90 days. Once tenders are finalised we 

expect to begin construction before the end of the year 

and would hope to open the second home by September 

2018. 
 

The budget for the new home is $1.1m of which the Fed-

eral Grant is $530.000.   The balance is being financed by 

significant donations, our cash reserves and a bank loan.   
 

The grant from Ryder Cheshire Australia  of $100,000 is 

greatly appreciated and again I thank the Ryder-Cheshire 

Board for their support of our project.   Similarly the do-

nation of $100,000 from the sale of the Ryder-Cheshire 

Singleton home was a major contribution to our budget as 

is the RCF (SA) donation of $50,000. The Rotary Club of 

Mount Gambier West has generously donated $20,000. 

We also received over $13,000 from the profits of a Red 

Cross, Soroptimists, Lions and Ryder-Cheshire SA catering 

event for a Rotary District Conference held in Mount 

Gambier. The budget has also been greatly assisted by sev-

eral significant private donations. 
 

This second home will make a significant difference 

to the lives of another five young disabled members 

of our community. It will also greatly enhance and 

further the image of Ryder-Cheshire both locally 

and on the wider front. 
 
 

Neville Gilbertson,  

President,  Ryder-Cheshire Mt Gambier Home Board 

 

 

THE FIRST MOUNT GAMBIER HOMETHE FIRST MOUNT GAMBIER HOMETHE FIRST MOUNT GAMBIER HOME   
   

Officially opened in Mount Gambier, in April 2006, the 

home is the permanent home base for five women 

adults with disabilities. These residents have ongoing 

support from support workers, and participate during 

the week in a range of vocational and recreational ac-

tivities in the community.  
 

The home has  been purpose designed and built for its  

occupants. The home is a little unconventional in that it 

provides studio style living accommodation, basically a 

cluster of en suites, to women greater than age 18 who 

have diverse disabilities. The objective is to provide a 

level of independence within a 24 hours per day care 

structure.  
 

The opening of the first house was the fruition of many 

years work by the Ryder-Cheshire Mt Gambier Home 

Board, the Mount Gambier Ryder-Cheshire Support 

Group, and the local community. Funding came from a 

number of sources, principally Ryder-Cheshire Austra-

lia, together with funding from Ryder-Cheshire Founda-

tion (SA), the Federal Government Regional Partner-

ships program and a bank loan which was fully paid off 

in June 2010. Land for the home was donated by the 

City Council of Mount Gambier.  
 

Eleven years on, the operation of the home has largely 

met the hopes and expectations of the Board and the 

home has been used as a model in various discussions 

with other carer organisations.  

 

On February 1st 2017 the Home was honoured by a 

visit from the State Governor, His Excellency the Hon-

ourable Hieu Van Le AC and Mrs Lan Le visited the 

home.  It was  a very good visit and Mrs Le offered to 

host a visit to Government House for the residents. 

Photo above - The Governor and Mrs Le with residents of 

the Home and members of the Home Board.   
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NOTICES   

On Thursday 5th October 

2017, Fr Paul was laid to 

rest beside his brother Fr 

Gerald at Macquarie Park 

Cemetery, Sydney.   
 

The Coleman Family was well 

known to Ryder Cheshire 

through the involvement of his 

sister Barbara Lewis and 

brother Peter. Being num-

bered among the pioneers, 

they had all enjoyed the privi-

lege of meeting with our foun-

ders Leonard and Sue. They took inspiration from their 

lives and words. 
 

Fr Paul entered the Jesuit Order in 1948 and was ordained 

a priest in 1959. Over his many years of service he worked 

in Victoria, South Australia and New South Wales, but it 

was during his time in Sydney, particularly after Barbara 

and her husband Patrick moved there from Adelaide, that 

he became involved in the work of the Ryder Cheshire 

Foundation.  It was Fr Paul who pushed the committee to 

arrange fund-raising dinners as a two yearly event. Several 

of these were held at the Mary McKillop Centre where Fr 

Paul was the chaplain.  Others were held at Riverview Col-

lege.  One memorable event was the Dinner at the Opera 

House, catered for by Guillaume Brahimi.  It was a won-

derful lunch, Indian food, little children dressed in cos-

tumes, speeches and so forth.  Fr Paul’s feeling was that 

one had to encourage wealthy donors and this was a way 

to accomplish this. 
 

While Fr Paul continued his work as a dedicated parish 

priest, he also continued his interest in Ryder Cheshire. 

His delightful exchanges with Barbara, who was President 

of the NSW Foundation, during the dinner planning meet-

ings, were enjoyed immensely by the other committee 

members. Fr Paul also celebrated the memorial prayer ser-

vice for Leonard Cheshire at St Mary’s North Sydney on 

31st August 1992. 
  

In 2001 Fr Paul led a small group including Barbara and 

Patrick Lewis, Maggie Hetherton, Sr Clare and Judy Pur-

don, to visit Raphael. This was especially poignant as it had 

been almost thirty years since Barbara had been to De-

hradun. 
 

With the passing of Fr Paul we farewell a much loved and 

devoted family that has contributed significantly towards 

the relief of suffering in our world.  Barbara began working 

for Leonard in 1961, and she was the one to inspire Fr 

Paul and Peter to become active members. 
 

We are saddened at their passing. 

VALE  

Fr Vincent Paul Coleman, SJ, OAM 

RRRECEIVEECEIVEECEIVE      YOURYOURYOUR   “R“R“REDEDED   FFFEATHEREATHEREATHER” ” ” BYBYBY   EMAILEMAILEMAIL   
 

You will need Adobe Reader which can be downloaded free 

from the internet.  

Please send your email address,  

name and postal address to:  

antheaswann@bigpond.com   

and you may unsubscribe at any time to the same address. 

 

RENEWALS OF SPONSORSHIPS AND OTHER DONATIONS.   

The back page of this Newsletter provides information on 
how to make  payments and donations   

to Ryder-Cheshire Australia.   There are new options avail-
able to pay by credit card online   

or  by direct deposit via the internet. 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS AVAILABLEENTERTAINMENT BOOKS AVAILABLEENTERTAINMENT BOOKS AVAILABLE   
 

$13 FROM EACH BOOK SOLD GOES TO RCA 
 

BOOKS AVAILABLE INCLUDE: ADELAIDE; BALLARAT;  

CANBERRA; DARWIN; MELBOURNE; SYDNEY CHRISTCHURCH  

AND MANY MORE   PRICES VARY IN DIFFERENT CITIES 

To browse the books go to: 

www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/flickbook 

to see prices and order the books: 

www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/204q328 

or email Susie Mackerras    

rydercheshirevolunteersaust@gmail.com 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE   

The Leonard Cheshire Rose is  being re-struck to celebrate the 
Sixty years Anniversary of the Raphael  

Ryder-Cheshire Home in Dehradun, Northern India 
and will be ready for purchase from the Ross Rose Nursery, 

Wilunga, South Australia  in June 2018. 
  

The order form and information about the rose will be  

available at the RCA Biennial Conference in April 2018 in  

Ivanhoe, Victoria.  The order form will also  

shortly be on the RCA web site.  
 

Your order can be collected directly from the nursery or 
through mail order from Ross Rose Nursery. 

The Leonard Cheshire Rose 

http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/flickbook
http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/204q328
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HOW  YOU CAN SHARE IN RYDER-CHESHIRE’S HUMANITARIAN WORK 
 

Sponsorships and donations are URGENTLY NEEDED and essential to allow us to maintain, support and develop  

much needed programs at Raphael in India and Klibur Domin in Timor-Leste 

 ABOUT SPONSORSHIPS   The usual cost is $1 per day, or $365 per year, but sponsors may contribute less or 

more, if preferred. 

Raphael 

Sponsor an individual resident. Regular updates about the sponsored resident’s progress are provided from Raphael. 

Or choose a program to sponsor from the following: 

*     TB program. There are 26 beds in the ward, together with an out-patient program treating over 2000 cases annually.  

*     Community Based Rehabilitation Program. An outreach team supports children with disabilities in their villages. 

*     Day Care Centre Program. Provides education and therapy to 160 children and adults with disabilities 

  

Klibur Domin 

You can sponsor any of the following three programs: 

*    Inpatient Services Program. Provides care for patients recovering from illnesses and injuries.  

*    TB Program. Includes in-patient and out-patient services, a mobile TB Team, and a Multi Drug Resistant TB Ward 

*    Community Based Rehabilitation Program.  An outreach team supports children with disabilities in their villages. 
 

 

CHOOSE HOW  YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP 
 

The Ryder-Cheshire Overseas Aid Fund is a Tax Deductible Gift Recipient (ABN 15 362 991 732) and all donations and  

sponsorship payments of $2 and over are tax deductible.  A receipt will be posted to you. 
 

Please complete this form and post to:  Ryder-Cheshire Australia,  PO Box 51, Glen Iris, Victoria  3146.           

          

I would like to make a donation of  $ . . . . . .                   -   to be used where most needed        (     )              

                                                      -   to Klibur Domin in Timor-Leste       (     )    Tick one  

                                                                                           -   to Raphael in Northern India            (     ) 
 

I am interested in becoming a Sponsor for $365 or $ . . . . . . . .  (other amount)  at     

                                     -   Raphael               (    )    Tick one 

                                                                 -   Klibur Domin       (    ) 

                      If you tick this box, a Sponsorship Secretary will be in touch to arrange details  

I would like information on how to make a Bequest to support the work of Ryder-Cheshire. 

 

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . 

Telephone   (. . . .) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Email Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 

PAYMENT OPTIONS 
   My cheque for $ . . . . . . . . . . .  is enclosed          

                

    My credit card details are: 
 

    Visa/MasterCard No     -  -  -  -    / -  -  -  -    / -  -  -  -   / -  -  -  -  Expiry Date   -  -  /  -  -    Amount $ . . . . .  
 

             Name on Card  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       Signature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

     Credit card online  - go to the internet website of GiveNow, enter Ryder-Cheshire in Search, then follow the                 

prompts and pay by your credit card.   

                        A tax deductible receipt will be sent directly from GiveNow.  

    Direct deposit  - go to our website - ryder-cheshire.org.  Click on ‘Donate’, then click on ‘Direct Deposit’.   

    Complete the details and click ‘Send’.  Then go to your internet banking site and transfer your donation to  

    Ryder-Cheshire using the BSB and account number provided on the RCA website. 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


