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Adelaide Friends 
  Contact  Patricia Frith 
  Telephone 08 8556 2604 
  E-Mail folly8@internode.on.net 

Australian Capital Territory 
  President  Beverley Raby 
  Telephone 02 6299 5719 
  E-Mail braby2@virginbroadband.com.au 

Ballarat Support Group 
  President  Leo Rennie 
  Telephone 03 5333 3111 
  E-Mail  leorennie@hotmail.com. 

Bendigo Support Group 
  President  Hugh Elphinstone 
  Telephone  03 5443 1163  
  E-Mail  hugh_elphinstone@hotmail.com 

Mt Gambier Home 
  President Neville Gilbertson 
  Telephone 08 8725 5510 
  E-Mail kaynev@harboursat.com.au 

New South Wales 
  President  Christine Hannan 
  Telephone  02 9416 7569 
  E-Mail c.hannan@optusnet.com.au 
Singleton Support Group 
  President Cheryl Nesbitt  
  Telephone 02 6573 1487 
  E-mail cherylnesbitt@bigpond.com.au 
South Australia 
  President  Paul Jenner 
  Telephone (H) 08 8725 9289 
  E-Mail pje21270@bigpond.net.au 

Victoria  
  President  Peter McConnell 
  Telephone 03 9882 2164 
  petermac@swiftdsl.com.au 
Victorian Homes, Ivanhoe  
  Telephone (Ivanhoe Home) 03 9254 2400 
  Secretary  Jill Moor  Telephone  03 9853 7442 
  E-Mail  pics@bigpond.com 
Newsletter  Evelyn Petters  (West Australia)   
  Tel 08 9349 5043  
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In these tight financial times, Prompt Distribution is looking to gain new business.   Ryder-Cheshire asks that any supporter who has 
a need for logistic services, or knows of some other person or company which may have a need these services, visit Prompt Distribu-
tion’s website www.prompt.com.au and consider the services offered by the company.     

Prompt Distribution is a most efficient and ethical company managed by caring individuals who have given generously to Ryder-
Cheshire.”�
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HOMES  SUPPORTED HOMES  SUPPORTED   
BY  RYDERBY  RYDER--CHESHIRE  AUSTRALIACHESHIRE  AUSTRALIA 

AUSTRALIA  
Homes are located at Ivanhoe in Victoria, Mt Gambier  in SA, 
and Singleton in NSW  
www.ryder-cheshire.org 
  

EAST TIMOR 
Klibur Domin –  in the village of Tibar 
www.klibur-domin.east-timor.net 
 

INDIA  
Raphael at Dehradun in northern India 
www.raphael-ryder-cheshire.org       
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From Anthea Swann. National Secretary. 
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Left to right, Carolyn Tapley (New Zealand) , Joaquim Soares 
(Klibur Domin), retiring President Don Sinclair,  

and Brigadier Anil Sinha (Raphael) 

L to R   Jane Gorey, Don Sinclair and Jill Moor of Ivanhoe 
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From Anthea Swann, National Secretary. 

At the end of the Conference proceedings on Saturday 
the RCA AGM was held with seven of the eight Directors 
present, and an additional seventeen observers.  Mostly 
this meeting dealt with routine matters such as receiving 
reports, but of special importance  was the change-over 
of the National Presidency from Dr Donald Sinclair 
OAM, to Peter Newton AO, who was elected un 
opposed.   

 
 
 

Don Sinclair has been National President since the last 
Mt Gambier conference in 2002.  During this time he has 
overseen the introduction of a new constitution and the 
transformation of the Australian Association of Ryder-
Cheshire Foundations to Ryder Cheshire Australia Ltd, as 
well as having responsibility for the funding decisions that 
supported the establishment of the Mount Gambier 
Home.  He will continue to serve as President of the  
Victorian Homes Foundation, Treasurer of RCF Victoria, 
and a Director of RCA.  
 
Peter Newton has served three years as National Vice-
President, twelve years as President of RCF Victoria, and 
will continue on that committee as Vice-President.  He 
also has a continuing role as National Project Officer 
(East Timor), and as a Director on the Klibur Domin 
Board of Management.   
 
The other three RCA office bearers were also elected 
unopposed: Vice-President Christine Hannan, who is 
President of RCF NSW, Treasurer, Company Secretary 
and Public Officer Peter Colliver, and Secretary Anthea 
Swann.   
 
Newly appointed Directors are Beverley Raby President 
of RCF ACT, Peter McConnell President of RCF Victoria, 
and Melody Smythe National Project Officer (India). 

 Retiring National President Don Sinclair left,  and 
right, newly elected National President Peter Newton 
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PATRICIA  PLAYFORD ,   
New South Wales Foundation 

 

We are sad to report that Pat Playford, one of the earlier volun-
teers at Raphael, died on the 1st of January this year. She was 
86 years old. 
 

Pat was a volunteer at Raphael in Dehra Dun for approxi-
mately 3 years from 1977 to 1980 – a much longer period than 
most volunteers. 
 

As a young woman she had trained as both an infant teacher 
and a nurse – at Concord Hospital – and spent many years of 
her life generously using her gifts helping the poor and under-
privileged all over the world. She spent two years teaching 
English in church schools in Peru and in Vanuatu and at a 
Catholic mission in Mount Hagan in Papua New Guinea and in 
Norfolk Island. 
 

She was a very kind and practical woman and adapted all she 
had learned to the particular problems of the mentally chal-
lenged children at Raphael. She proudly told me once of the 
way she taught the children to look after their own clothes and 
not to just grab anything they found to put on. She also taught 
them how to eat properly in a way acceptable in Indian society 
and not to just grab food like wild creatures. Some children, 
who found it particularly difficult to use their hands to eat, she 
taught to manage a spoon. She also used coloured ribbons to 
help them identify their own belongings. 
 

Pat left her charges at Raphael as a happy and well-disciplined 
group and much more manageable for her replacement. She 
was very much loved there and was greatly missed by the chil-
dren when she returned to Australia. 
 

She lived in Sydney during her retirement and kept in touch 
with Barbara Lewis and myself, remaining interested always in 
the Foundation and being a regular generous donor. Her final 
gesture of generosity was a bequest to the NSW Foundation. 
She is sadly missed. 
By Jenny Coleman. NSW. 
�

EILEEN  STOUT  
Ballarat Support Group 

 

Earlier this year we sadly bade farewell to EILEEN  STOUT, one 
of our loyal Committee members, A beautiful service at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral in Ballarat was held to celebrate her life 
and was attended by many, many friends and family along 
with community members of the groups that Eileen supported 
in Ballarat. Eileen was a long time member of Ryder-Cheshire 
Ballarat Support group. We all miss her friendship and the 
work she undertook for the organization. 
By Dianne McGrath. Ballarat. 

 
GORDON UPTON  

Australian Capital Territory 
 

 Gordon was known to many of you and is sadly missed.   
We offer our sympathy and condolences  

to Mrs Elizabeth Upton and family. 
By Beverley Raby. ACT. 
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VARIETY, the Children's Charity is dedicated to inspiring 
hope and enriching the lives of children, regardless of 
need, ability or background.  It was founded by a group of 
performers and enjoys a rich history and deep roots in 
the film and entertainment industry, but its core is the 
community, providing positive and practical outcomes for 
children. 
 

With these values, Variety has much in common with Ry-
der-Cheshire in the work we are doing in East Timor to 
assist children.  So in 2003, Variety provided a most gen-
erous donation of $15,000 to sponsor 15 children's beds 
at Klibur Domin.  Every year since, a similar donation has 
been made, meaning that over $100,000 has been con-
tributed to helping the children of East Timor.  Variety is 
our largest regular donor and we are extremely grateful 
for their ongoing generosity. 
 

SO WHO ARE THESE CHILDREN WE ARE WORKING TOGETHER 
TO ASSIST?    
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There have been hundreds of success stories like 
those of Fernanda and Isildu over the past years, b ut 
the number would have been far fewer without the 
wonderful support of Variety, the Children's Charit y. 
 

VARIETY, VARIETY, The Children’s Charity,   
and  RYDER-CHESHIRE -  

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO HELP  
THE CHILDREN OF EAST TIMOR 
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OPENING OF  

“ BARBARA COTTAGE.” 
25 FEBRUARY, 2010 

 

From Melody Smythe 
National Project Officer - India 
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From Brigadier Anil Sinha, CEO Raphael. 
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At the opening of Barbara Cottage, 
Sutomo (Barbara’s son), Patrick (Barbara’s husband), House-

mother Mrs Anju Tiwari & new residents Komal, Pooja, 
Anchal & Chavi (seated) , Melody Smythe, & Susan Walsh  

Ready for the Opening  ~  Barbara Cottage  ~  Raphael 

Pictures from the Opening of 
Barbara Cottage 
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SMALL  BEGINNINGS  
“One of the greatest things we can learn from Leonard Chesh-
ire is that anything we can do, however tiny, is of value. Chesh-
ire’s own experience taught him over and over again that great 
works spring from humble beginnings”. 

Fr Bernard Hose SM, Cheshire VC 
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From Christine Hannan, President. 

 

The NSW committee has been hard at work over the 
last few months planning fund raising activities for 
2010 as well as looking at ways of making the work of 
the Foundation more widely known. 
 

Our final fundraiser for 2009, a raffle, was drawn early 
in December and it was pleasing to see that a number 
of the prizes were won by long- term supporters of the 
NSW Foundation. Response by members to both the 
raffle and to the sale of address labels was very en-
couraging. 
 

The first project for 2010 is a dinner, which will be 
held on 22 May at Mary MacKillop Place in North 
Sydney. The theme of the dinner is  ‘An Indian 
Celebration’ to acknowledge the 50 th  anniversary 
of Raphael and to celebrate the work of Barbara 
Lewis.  This will be our first dinner since 2007, so we 
would like all our supporters to come along and enjoy 
a festive evening with us. The committee is also plan-
ning a film night, a card day, a lunch and a market 
stall for later in the year. 
 

At the end of 2009, Maureen Murphy stepped down 
from her role as Card Coordinator, which she had car-
ried out for the last seven years with great dedication.  
I would like to express my personal thanks to Mau-
reen for her untiring efforts over this long period and I 
am sure all committee members would agree that she 
has made an outstanding contribution to our Founda-
tion. We hope she will remain with us on the commit-
tee in the coming years.  
 

The cards for Christmas 2010 have now been ordered 
and are currently being processed. We have also al-
most completely sold out of correspondence cards, so 
we are in the process of ordering some new designs, 
which should be available in the next month or so. We 
will inform our members about these cards when they 
are ready. The Christmas card brochure will be 
emailed and mailed to members at the usual time and 
we are confident you will be very pleased with the se-
lection of cards, from which you will be able to 
choose. 
 

A wonderful ceremony was held at Raphael on 25th 
March to mark the opening of Barbara Cottage, a spe-
cial project funded by a bequest from the late Barbara 
Lewis.  It was attended by Patrick, her husband, her 
son Sutomo and his partner, Susie, as well as Melody 
Smythe, the National Project Officer for India. There is 
a separate report in this newsletter of this moving 
event. 
 

We congratulate our committee member, Christine 
Kassar Williams, and her husband Huw on the recent 
birth of their first child, a son, Owen. 
 

To keep in touch with NSW news, remember to log 
on to our website.  The website can be found at:  

http://www.rydercheshirensw.wordpress.com 
 

Our A NNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING will be held on  
Monday 31 May 2010 at 7:15pm at 4 Rawhiti 

Street, Roseville.     All are welcome to attend.  

���������1����������������1����������������1����������������1�������� ���
From Trish Frith 
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Donations to Ryder Cheshire Australia                
If you would like to support the work of   
Ryder-Cheshire by means of a donation,           

please contact  
The National President, Peter Newton,   

50 Myrtle Grove, Blackburn, Victoria 3130 
Telephone 03 9894 3191             

 

DONATIONS OVER $2.00  ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE 
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AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 
   Lorraine Marlow 
   61 Morrow Street Dunlop ACT 2615 
   Tel 02 6259 9283 
 

BALLARAT SUPPORT GROUP 
  Dorothy Carpenter 
  PO Box 8W   Ballarat West VIC 3350 
  Tel 03 5342 9022   E-mail johnanddot@hotmail.com 
 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
  Moira Truskett 
  8/6 Coolum Place Yowie Bay NSW 2228 
  Tel 02 9526 6788   E-mail  moira@truskett.com 
 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA/ WEST AUSTRALIA 
  Johanne Sunnex 
  PO Box 236 Mount Gambier  SA  5290 
  Tel 08 8725 4878   E-mail kiwisun@dodo.com.au 
 

VICTORIA 
  Helen Trueman (for Klibur Domin)  
  26 Heath Street   Blackburn  VIC  3130 
  Tel 03 9894 4734   E-mail  helen@trueman.org 
 

  Florence Gough (for Raphael) 
  20 Myrtle Grove   Blackburn  Victoria  3130 
  Tel  03 9877 5374  E-mail davidgough@netspace.net.au 
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VICTORIAN SPONSORS  FOR 44 YEARSVICTORIAN SPONSORS  FOR 44 YEARS  
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